The Service for the Lord’s Day

Service at BeeTree Preserve
12th Sunday of Ordinary Time
June 24, 2018

11:00 a.m.

Assemble in God’s Name
We joyfully welcome you to worship this morning!
All are invited to use the Prayer and Prelude as a time of silent preparation.

Prayer of Preparation

Great Creator, we see your creation and know you are God.
Yet your mighty kingdom
was formed with the humility of a servant.
While we may not understand how your kingdom comes,
we recognize its fruits.
We see them not just in the extraordinary,
but in the plain, the everyday, the ordinary—
everywhere love is endeavored,
every place light eliminates a shadow,
every time peace calms the troubled.
Lord, help us seek and spread for your kingdom.

Welcome

Rev. Carter

*Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
All:

Slowly but surely, the kingdom grows:
around us and within us!
As the vine grows longer and branches shoot off,
we are connected to Jesus.
As the seed becomes a bush, and the bush offers shade to God’s creatures,
we search for places to plant and nourish seeds of faith.
Even as storms leave wakes and painful questions remain unanswered,
we grow amid God’s nurturing presence.
Slowly but surely, the kingdom grows:
around us and within us.
Let us worship God!

*Hymn

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

Dix

*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession

Great God who created all that is,
and continues creating life anew,
You call us to live into mystery—to walk by faith.
You call us to pursue a kingdom without walls or demarcations,
to trust and believe in your plans for creation.
But we fear the unknown and long for certainty.
Unable to see the promise of your bigger picture,
we turn inward.
We live for ourselves,
unwilling to marvel at the power of love to change lives
and, indeed, change the world.
Forgive our narrow perspective of your kingdom, Lord.
Turn us around once more,
that we might see and so live into your promise
unfolding around and within us.
~ silent prayers of confession ~

*Assurance of Grace
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

In Christ Jesus, we are a renewed community.
Thanks be to God!
Old things are done away with, all things become new.
Thanks be to God!
We are agents of grace and reconciliation.
Thanks be to God!
With every step or stumble, Christ is with us.
Thanks be to God!

*Response to Grace

*Passing of the Peace
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it.
God makes peace between us. Let us share it.
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Children’s Message

Mach-Pichu

Proclaim God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson

Rev. Strom

Psalm 104: 1-24a

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word!
People: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Lesson

Mark 4: 26-34
Leader: For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon

“Romans 13”

Respond in Thanks & Faith
*Hymn #19

“God of Great and God of Small”

God of Great & Small

*Affirmation of Faith

A New Creed, United Church of Canada

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God who has created and is creating;
who has come in Jesus, to reconcile and make new.
We trust God who calls us to be the church;
to love and serve others;
to seek justice and resist evil;
to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Commitment
Offertory
*Doxology #609

*Prayer of Dedication
Leader:

O God, we ask to be saved from such preoccupation with ourselves
that we miss the way and truth and life you intend.
People: We offer our treasure because we prioritize your way of
love, compassion, and generosity salvation above all else;
and we dedicate our gifts and our living to your service,
that they might breathe light and life to those in need.

Lasst Uns Erfreuen

*Hymn

*Benediction
*Worshippers are invited to stand as able.
**Large print bulletins with are available;
please ask a deacon (with a red nametag) for assistance.

+++++++

The Towson Presbyterian Church
400 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204
www.towsonpres.org 410.823.6500 tpc@towsonpres.org

Ministers
Pastor, Senior
Pastor, Associate
Director of Music and Organist
Director of Children and Family Ministry
Administrative & Communications Coordinator
Business Administrator
Director, Towson Presbyterian Preschool
Sexton
Pastor Emeritus

All the members of the church
The Rev. Rob Carter
The Rev. Joel Strom
Stephen Harouff
Jenness Hall
Tara Flynn Runge
Kathryn Bojanowski
Leslie Foretich
Walter Austin
The Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole

Our Mission:
Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith
growing as disciples of Christ
TPC is a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation
TPC is a member of the Covenant Network (striving for a fully inclusive church).
+

Let’s connect –

“Like” TPC on Facebook @TowsonPres
+

Please Pray for: Bob Adams, Davis Barkley (Roxanne Maffitt Harvey’s grandson), Barbara Beard (Leslie
Strawhand’s sister), Jasen Carter, Barbara Davis, Elsie DeGarmo Smith, Betsy Griffin, Jackson Herbert, Chrissie
Kahan, Julie Mertus, and Michael Strawhand (Leslie’s son). Names remain on prayer list for four weeks, unless otherwise
requested.
The sympathy of the congregation and our resurrection faith are extended to Sarah Larrabee and Becky
Galloway for Sarah’s son and Becky’s brother, Christopher Galloway, who died last week and to Lee Kladkey
and her family for her mother, Beverly Mason Martin, who died; and to Jane Messimer and Ann Miller and her
family for the death of Bob Messimer, husband and father, on June 19.
Today at TPC
Assisting in Worship today are: at BeeTree: Patty O’Brien, Ro Nicolosi, and Mary Blann.
Sunday, June 24
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

BeeTree Sunday
Early Worship Service – Chapel
Worship Service – BeeTree Preserve
SCL – Thompson Hall
MS Mission Trip Departure

Electronic Giving: text “CheerfulGiver” to 73256 or scan the QR Code to the right.
All God’s People
Upcoming Worship Schedule:
Summer Worship || July 1 - Sept. 2: || TPC will celebrate one
Sunday morning service in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m.
June is TPC’s month for Assistance Center of Towson Churches (ACTC): TPC is collecting baked beans,
cereal, canned fruit (or in plastic jars), and soup. ACTC also requests deodorant and sun lotion. Please leave the
donation in the red box in the Thompson Hall hallway.
HS Bell Ringers from New Jersey – Host Homes Needed || June 30-1 ||
On Sunday, July 1, the Ringers-On-the-Green, a choir of 16 advanced high school bell ringers from The
Presbyterian Church in Morristown, NJ, will be ringing during our 9:30 a.m. service. To accommodate their stay
with us, we are providing host homes for their teens and adults on Saturday, June 30. If you can provide space for
2-6 people on Saturday and a light simple breakfast on Sunday, please contact Pastor Joel at
jstrom@towsonpres.org.
Camp BeeTree
Calling All Camp BeeTree CITs & Volunteers: Sunday, July 1st there will be an Orientation for ALL CITs and
Volunteers at 11:00 am in the Library! It will be less than an hour. Please stop at Thompson Hall for coffee and
we’ll start promptly at 11 am!

Small Groups
The Wired Word will meet throughout July after the 10:00 a.m. service downstairs in the Conference Room.

Tuesday, June 26
10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 27
1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday, June28
3:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Sunday, July 1
9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

TPC This Week
Staff Meeting – Library
Prayer Shawl –Chapel
Communications – Library
Session Retreat – Library
Scout Master Meeting – Youth Room
Clerk Meeting – Library
Boy Scouts – Youth Room
Nursery Care for Infants – age 3 – Noah’s Nursery
Worship Service – Sanctuary
Summer Church School
Fellowship -Thompson Hall
CIT Orientation – Library
SCL – Thompson Hall
The Wired Word – Conference Room

