Towson Presbyterian Church
Inclusive ~ Curious ~ Compassionate ~ Courageous

Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith
growing as disciples of Christ.

Dear Friends,
It’s been a few months since TPC’s last newsletter. I apologize for the
interruption. We have been using this downtime to redesign some of TPC’s
communications, including the newsletter.
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Before I share the changes specific to the newsletter, however, I first share the
impetus. While quite a bit of effort went into creating each monthly edition, it
wasn’t being read by many. In fact, the electronic newsletter returned less than a
33% click rate, meaning fewer than a third of its recipients even opened it, let
alone read it.
As the Communications Committee took a step back to study best practices, we
realized that while our newsletters did a good job of promoting upcoming events,
they did not do enough to tell the stories of our church. We also learned that too
few pictures were being shared, as pictures really are worth a thousands words.
Thus, the newsletter has been redesigned to not only share what’s coming up, but
to tell the stories of what has recently gone on. We hope to share what various
programs have achieved, what people got to experience, and how life has been
shaped by the ministries of Towson Presbyterian Church.
It takes time, however, to collect these stories. So moving forward, TPC’s
newsletter will be shared quarterly. The newsletter will still be shared
electronically (and mailed to those requesting a hard copy), and much of its content
will also be available within our website.
Speaking of the website, please be sure to see the article in this newsletter
introducing the new site. Same old address (www.towsonpres.org), but with a
completely different design seeking to implement a new strategy.
Finally, we offer thanks to the Communications Committee (chaired by Chris
Walbert and staffed by Tara Runge) for all the work they have been pouring into
this website and newsletter redesign. More is on the horizon.
Peace,
Rob

Worship at TPC
April, May, June 2019

April 7 – Hungering for What Matters—Part 5: Hungering to Serve
On this fifth Sunday of the season, Pastor Rob continues this series as we examine our innate “Hunger to
Serve.” As John 12: 1-8 (in which Mary anoints Jesus feet with expensive perfume), we long to respond to the grace
of God at work in our lives by offering ourselves, striving to use our blessings to be God’s blessings.
April 14 – Palm Sunday
We join with the crowds of Jerusalem celebrating Jesus’ arrival! They believe he has come to save them,
shouting “Hosanna!” And indeed, Jesus has come to save them; but not in the manner they were expecting. As Holy
Week unfurls, Jesus will challenge the authorities, speak truth to power, and suffer the consequences.
Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday - April 18 @ 7 p.m. in Sanctuary - We celebrate communion on this anniversary of
Christ’s last supper with his disciples. Amid the Tenebrae (A Service of Shadows), the symbolism of light
plays a central role as we progress through Christ’s journey to the cross.
Good Friday – April 19 @ 12:00 noon in Chapel – This Taize-styled worship offers time for prayerful reflection and meditative song, as we reflect on the depth and meaning of Christ’s death for us.
***

April 21 – Easter
We gather this morning in the glorious glow of resurrection, celebrating two identical services at 9:00 &
11:00 a.m. Services will be accompanied by an orchestral ensemble. A special Easter breakfast will be held between
8:00 - 10:45 a.m.
April 28 – Earth Sunday
On the heals of hearing news of Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples encounter the resurrected Jesus for the first
time in John 20. “Peace be with you,” Jesus said, as he began preparing them for their work and ministry without
him—a work and ministry we see come to life in Acts 5.
Following worship, all are invited to help tend to TPC’s building and grounds amid Blue Jean Sunday—a day
in which many hands do so much important work!
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Worship at TPC
April, May, June 2019
May 5 – Lessons from the Early Church—Part 1: The Danger of Certainty
This morning, Pastor Rob begins a four-part sermon series on the early church, as we
explore the book of Acts together. In Acts 9: 1-6, we learn of the conversion of Saul—a great
persecutor of the early church. Doubt and faith go hand-in-hand. Certainty can be much
more dangerous.
May 12 – Gifts of Women Sunday
At TPC, we celebrate Mother’s Day in recognition of the precious gifts of all women,
as women lead this morning’s service entirely.
May 19 - Lessons from the Early Church—Part 2: Reaching Farther for Inclusivity
In Acts 11, Peter is initially criticized by some within the “in” crowd for eating and
hanging out with those in the “out” crowd. At issue was a Hebrew law that said circumcised men shouldn’t eat with
uncircumcised men. But as Peter described his vision and the faith he saw in those he previously believed to be beyond the reach, the criticism changed and the dividing wall began to crumble.
May 26 – Lessons from the Early Church—Part 3: We can’t do this by ourselves!
As we see in Acts 16: 9-15, God uses those both inside and outside the church to fulfill Christ’s mission in and
through the church.
June 2 – Lessons from the Early Church—Part 4: Modeling Matters!
As we explore Acts 16: 16-34 and John 17: 20-26, we see that the way we treat each other has incredible consequences. We can treat each other well and model love, or we can treat each other poorly and model a way of dissonance, pride, and greed. People see the way we act. Our children see it. And it shapes the way they act.
June 9 – Pentecost
This morning we celebrate God’s breaking into the world again. This time not in one incarnate person, but in
each and every one filled with the Spirit!
June 16 – Gifts of Men Sunday & Trinity Sunday
On Father’s Day, we celebrate not only our fathers, but the gifts of all men who make such a difference in our
lives.

In Memorium

Creta Smouse -2/12/2019
Betsy Anne Griffin- 3/5/2019
Deborah Burrows-3/25/2019
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Member Appreciation
Susan Hossfeld has served as the chair of TPC’s Memorial Committee for 25+years.
During this time, she has not only overseen all of the gifts TPC has received as a memorial;
she has also personally communicated with the givers and the family members of the
deceased. Clearly, she has offered love and care to those hurting, and guided the church in
the responsible use of these precious gifts.
As such, Susan has overseen the disbursement of the Memorial fund, often going to great
lengths to ensure every project and purchase from Memorial Fund monies was recorded and
utilized properly.
You can see much of the Memorial Committee’s work throughout the building, as we can
thank Susan and the Memorial Committee for their work in the selection and purchase of the
Chapel chairs, the new sod and landscaping adorning the Chesapeake and Highland lots, classroom supplies for
church school, Thompson Hall kitchen update, stained glass artwork throughout the building, and much, much
more.
Quite simply, Susan has offered a tremendous amount of her love, care, and devotion to TPC and the many families
our community serves. We give thanks to God for her ministry.
***
Bob Waters has faithfully served as TPC’s Treasurer for the three past years. The
Treasurer serves as an officer of the church’s corporation and a member of the Finance
Committee, overseeing the church’s financial bookkeeping. As such, the Treasurer
makes monthly reports to both the Finance Committee and the Session, guiding them in
their fiduciary responsibilities.
During the beginning of Bob’s tenure, he uncovered the need to update or, in some
cases, create new financial policies. He spent a tremendous amount of time with
Kathryn Bojanowski (Business Administrator) doing just that. Thanks to Bob, TPC now
has sound and recorded fiscal policies that have greatly improved our fiscal management
and security.
Bob also oversaw two separate financial reviews covering three years (2015-2016, and 2017). In doing so, he led a
team through incredibly detailed reviews of TPC’s financial procedures and management, which offered actionable
items for correction and improvement.
We are grateful that Bob has agreed to continue to serve TPC as Vice-Treasurer, as he assists Tom Peer in the
assumption of the Treasurer’s role. Bob also continues to serve as a member of the Finance Committee, BeeTree
Committee, and the Chancel Choir. We give thanks to God for Bob’s ministry.
***
Introducing Tom Peer—Treasurer
TPC thanks Tom Peer, who has been elected by the Session to serve as TPC’s new
Treasurer. Tom has been a member of the Finance Committee for several years, and brings
with him a wealth of financial experience and knowledge from his work in the banking
industry. Tom is married to Alison Peer (elder); and together they parent Eli and Emmy.
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Session Highlights
January 9, 2019
This special meeting was called specifically to review the 2018 Budget, and discern the 2019 Budget while
keeping with TPC’s fiscal policies governing restricted and unrestricted accounts.
Approved the reduction of the planned 4% draw ($79,788) from the Unrestricted Endowment Fund to an
amount equal to the 2018 Operating deficit.
Approved the allocation of a percentage of interest, dividends, and realized gain/loss to specific music and
property funds. The remaining portion is to be transferred to the Unrestricted Endowment Fund.
Approved the proposed budget from the Stewardship & Finance committees with the following reductions:
$2000.00 from 1-67104 (Utilities); $1,000.00 from 1-66111 (Office Supplies); and $750.00 from 166112 (Postage). Session approved a planned draw of the Unrestricted Endowment Fund of 4.2% to cover the
$77,000 deficit.
***
January 23, 2019
Finance
Received the December Treasurer's Report, which notes that TPC ended the year well with revenue $9K over
budget and expenses under budget. The budgeted annual draw from endowment was $78K and TPC will
only require $59K draw.
Evangelism
Learned that committee members are: Dotsie Bregel (Chair), Karen Gilliss, Kelly Joffe, Viraj Mehta, Jim
Lyons, Diane Thompson, Brenda Evans, Joan Pugh and Reverend Carter.
Property
Learned that the Property Committee’s plans for 2019 include:
Courtyard project- drainage and landscaping
Alley Drainage
Replace lighting with energy efficient bulbs – non-sanctuary
Repair Stain Glass Windows- courtyard side
Mission
Learned that the Snyder Fund principle has risen to $280,000; the expendable portion is $10,200. In April of
2018 the committee allocated $7,000 to the purchase of a retreat house for the Honduras Presbytery.
The Committee recommended TPC create a policy that would ban guns in TPC’s facility, while also posting
signage by the Sanctuary and Thompson Hall doors accordingly. After discussion, Session approved a
motion approving this plan in conception. Session asked the Mission Committee to refine the verbiage
of the sign, and then refer the design of the sign to the Communications Team. Once complete, the
Mission Committee will return to Session with a recommendation of specific signage for Session to review
and approve.
Session approved a motion for the Mission Committee to offer a letter writing campaign on February 10th in
Thompson Hall to legislators urging their support of gun violence prevention bills, and to invite members
to participate in a lobby day in Annapolis on January 31, 2019.
Corporate Officers
Session approved the following slate of Corporate Officers through June 30, 2019: President: Kevin
McKenna; Vice President: Andy Evans; Treasurer: Tom Peer; Vice Treasurer: Bob Waters; Secretary:
Phyllis Gray.
***
February 27, 2019
Video Intercom Task Force Report
The Task Force presented a comprehensive comparison of the proposals Session requested regarding the
incorporation of video into TPC’s intercom and door entry system.
Session concurred with the Task Force’s recommendations, and approved a proposal from Crest Lock
totaling $8,900 (pending positive references).
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Adult Spiritual Formation

Winter church-wide small group book study - "Inhabiting Eden"
Winter small group book study - Inhabiting Eden: Christians, the Bible
and the Ecological Crisis
This informative and thought-provoking book by Presbyterian Seminary Old
Testament professor; Dr. Patricia Tull, was the small group book study
sponsored by Adult Spiritual Formation and Earth Corps in January and
February. Four groups met weekly (snow permitting) to study the biblical
foundations of God’s first call to us to care for creation, as well as to discuss and
share their responses to that call.
The book connected scripture from throughout the Old and New Testaments
with issues we face today, including the impacts of our “consumer culture”, our
modern food systems, and climate change, as well as looking at issues of
environmental justice and what we’re leaving to future generations.
April is Earth month, so if you were unable to join a study group, consider
taking time to read the book now. A few copies of the book are available to borrow from the TPC library.
And follow-up film screening – From Paris to Pittsburgh
As a follow-up to the book study, Earth Corps sponsored a screening of the new
National Geographic documentary “From Paris to Pittsburgh”. If you missed the
screening, a DVD copy is available from the TPC library, or you can stream it at:
www.paristopittsburgh.com
As the weather grows more deadly and destructive, Americans are demanding
solutions to climate change — and they aren't waiting on Washington to act. This
film brings to life the impassioned efforts of individuals who are battling the
most severe threats of climate change in their own backyards. Set against the
national debate over the energy future of the United States -- and the decision to
exit the Paris Climate Agreement -- the film captures what's at stake for
communities around the country and the inspiring ways Americans are
responding. -- Lots of ideas for actions we can take!

Epiphany Stars
Where did your 2019 Epiphany Star find a home? On your fridge? By your
desk? In the console of your car? A couple questions for you to ponder as
we enter into April: How has your word spoken to you this year? How it
changed from when you first received it in January? And how has it impacted your relationship with God?
If you did not receive an Epiphany Star in January and would like one,
please contact Pastor Joel.
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Adult Spiritual Formation
Adult Spiritual Formation Playlists
Playlists are opportunities for you to practice faith on your own, either at
home or on the go. You can access them through your smartphone or computer.
Playlists are meant to be time-sensitive; however, they will often invite you into
weekly spiritual practice. The ultimate goal for Playlists is to help you
experience faith and God on your own throughout the week.

Playlist
a

In 2019 our Playlists will explore a word from Brian McLaren’s great book “Naked Spirituality: A Life
with God in 12 Simple Words.” Throughout the season of Lent, our Playlist will focus on the word
“Sorry.” Click here to begin: https://jstrom73.wixsite.com/tpcffplaylist
Adult Spiritual Formation Small Groups
Space is still available for three upcoming Small Groups this spring: Golf; Running, and Practices of
Waking Up White. Register at towsonpres.org.

Yoga - Small Group was held
Thursdays 12:30 – 1:45
We had 8 registered for the gentle yoga practice, 25% were non-church members (ENCORE
CHORALE). The average class attendance was 2; per-class attendance ranged from 1 to 5 people. Our
first few classes incorporated readings from the poet, Mary Oliver and the text from "Sing, my Child” (a
selection from our Spring ENCORE CHORALE). Traditional yoga poses were modified using chairs,
tables, walls, and simple props. Participants did not need mats or special clothing. There was sufficient
time to introduce participants, chat, and exchange information. Our group met in Thompson Hall.

“Waking Up White” with Joyell
Arvella and Zara Cadoux
On Monday night, March 25, we
continued the conversation we began a
year ago with our church-wide study of
Debby Irving’s book “Waking Up
White: And Finding Myself in the Story
of Race.” Workshop leaders, Joyell
Arvella and Zara Cadoux, helped us
explore how race operates within our
country, andalso within our own
identities. Thirty people were in
attendance, nine of whom were not a
part of TPC.
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Children and Family Ministries
Children’s Art – created at the March 10th Lenten Festival and shown during the March 31st Healing & Wholeness
Service. The children listened to the anthem, Light of a Clear Blue Morning, and painted what they “heard.” The
children returned to the sanctuary to hear the anthem sung and reconnected with their art work. Three mothers with
young children – Katie Cashin, Colynn Furgason & Alison Peer - sang as a trio during the anthem.

3rd Graders Receive Their Bibles
Sunday, May 19th at the 10:00 am service.

Third graders received their bibles in 2018
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Children and Family Ministries

Camp BeeTree
Calling all Volunteers! Counselors-in-Training! Campers! It’s time to sign up
for the best week of the summer. The Telling Tent, Arts & Crafts, Stream
Exploration, Songs, Games & the World Famous Snow Cone Stand & Water
Slide.
July 8-12, 2019.
http://towsonpres.org/ministries/formation/camp-beetree

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 14th (Palm Sunday) immediately after the
10:00 am service on the church lawn and at the labyrinth.
Rain or Shine. There will be 2 golden eggs to find and
sweets for all. Bring a basket for collecting eggs.
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Honduras Mission Trip 2019
In the weeks leading up to the Honduras Mission Trip, it’s easy to get lost in details. Plane reservations,
hotel and transportation arrangements, coordinating with local villages – it can all feel like a full time job.
By the time we get to the airport for that early morning flight to Miami, I’m often exhausted and ready for
the trip to be over. Then something magical happens. The team arrives, full of excitement and anticipation and I remember why I love this trip so much. I look around in wonder as 25 old and new friends
form a tightly knit group in just hours, ready to support each other, work long and hot hours, laugh, and
cry together.
Among our group are mission trip veterans who can’t wait to get back to Copan. They know what to expect. But we always have new volunteers, and I love experiencing the trip through their fresh eyes.
There is no way to prepare yourself for what awaits you when you get off the plane in San Pedro Sula.
The beauty of the mountains and valleys and Copan always catches first time visitors by surprise. But it
is the people who always touch them the most. The children who run to us and delight in the new soccer
ball, the crafts and the games and who thank us with the biggest smiles and hugs. The medical patients
who get teary eyed because we give them reading glasses or medicine to last for just a few weeks or
months. The dental patients no longer in pain from a rotting tooth or just happy for a good cleaning and a
new toothbrush. And the village, thankful for new ecostoves, who gather to pray for us, even though they
have unknowingly given us more than we have given them.
Mission trips are often described as life-altering. It’s almost a cliché, until you actually go. One of our
new volunteers admitted that it was far more eye-opening and inspirational than he could ever imagine.
He was struck by the faith and the courageousness of the community. What he saw in Hondurans, I saw
in our group. It takes a lot of courage and faith to step outside your comfort zone, but the rewards are
endless. Join us on Sunday, April 7th to hear more about our trip and how you can be a part of it in 2020!
- - -Lynn Krugman
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Tending the Flock
Easter Breakfast
TPC hosts Easter Breakfast
for our members and guests
on Sunday April 21, 2019.
In Thompson Hall at 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Please register on line or sign up in Thompson Hall on April 7 and 14th after
the 10:00 a.m. worship services. The cost is $5.00 per person or $20.00 for a
family of four or more.
If you are available to help set up, prep and serve, or clean up --- volunteers are greatly appreciated. Please
reach out to Jennifer Bolster - jennifer.bolster1@gmail.com or call the Church Office.
Donations are welcomed: Easter is almost here and spring is just around the corner. This year we will decorate our Easter breakfast tables with plants that can be planted outside near the Thompson Hall door or in the
flower garden next to the IGG vegetable garden. We welcome any donations to defray the cost of these
plants. Please mark your donation "Easter breakfast plants". Thank you and happy Easter.

Easter Flowers

Easter Flower Order Forms may be found at the entrances to the sanctuary and on the TPC website.
Flowers are $15 each.
Orders and payment are due by April 14. They may be left in Tara’s mailbox or placed in the offering
plate.
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Tending the Flock
Living BIG Workshop—The Women’s Retreat
Brene Brown’s work was the framework of the March 1-2 Towson Pres Women’s Retreat.
Living BIG Workshop was enthusiastically attending by 19 people.
Adrianne Rice’s skillful multifaceted facilitation, including video examples and music, led participants
through familiar Brene Brown concepts of: vulnerability, rumbling with shame, curiosity, courage, hurt
and its cover up, anger. In large and small group discussions, we explored:
B - Boundaries—getting clear on what’s okay and what’s not okay
I - Integrity—choosing to practice our values & having the courage to live our truth
G - Generosity—of spirit; demonstrating compassion and grace toward self and others
Once again, we thank our organizers, Dotsie Bregel and Ann Lehwald.

Parents’ Night Out – Saturday, May 4th 6:00 – 9:00 pm
This is a quarterly event that is fun for the entire family. Children
through Grade 5 are invited to have dinner, playtime in the TPC gym,
and watch a movie while parents gather together for a potluck of fun
conversation and adult time at a member’s home. Our professional
childcare staff members are with the children throughout the evening.
Interested? Like to join us? Please email Kimberly Light at
light.kimberly@yahoo.com

Spring 2019

13

Good News at TPC

TPC Welcomes New Members
Jane & Rick Barton met at Virginia Tech as architecture students and were married shortly thereafter. They’ve lived
in Stoneleigh for nearly 30 years and are the proud parents of two incredible young men.
Charlie is a self-employed silk screen artist living in Locust Point. David just matched into
residency for Orthopedic Surgery in Jacksonville. The Bartons were previously members of
Second Presbyterian church; where Jane served as an elder and deacon and Rick as the
President of the Trustees. Jane practiced architecture for many years before launching a
career as a realtor 16 years ago. Rick is an architect with Marshall Craft Associates. He also
stays busy with Scouts BSA, currently serving as the District Advancement Chair. Jane and Chester (the family’s
Golden Retriever) volunteer at St Vincent’s Villa, playing with children. After many years competing with Baltimore
Rowing Club (and racing with Sandi Burt), they’ve put rowing on hold, for now. The Bartons are excited to join TPC.
Joseph Clark is a Professor of Political Science at Towson University. Originally from
Fayetteville, Arkansas, Joseph lives in Lutherville-Timonium with his wife, Nicole, and their
children, Isabella (17), David (12), and Will (6). Joseph was originally drawn to TPC by the open
and inclusive spirit, and the congregation’s desire to offer concern and compassion beyond its
members to the larger community. He doesn’t want to be a “comfortable Christian,” but
appreciates being challenged and pushed amid his faith. In his spare time, Joseph enjoys reading,
hiking, and photography.

Jim Dawson and Arline Stephan recently moved to Baltimore from Montgomery
County, PA, where Arline also served as Vice President for Development and
External Relations at Montgomery County Community College. The two met when
their careers crossed at Rutgers University. During their time in NJ, they attended
Nassau Presbyterian in Princeton. As they wade into retirement together, they are
excited to be back in Baltimore, where Jim’s family is from. They are excited to have
found TPC due to its quality of worship, music ministry, and programming.

Julie Gisewite resides in Cockeysville with her husband, Nick, and their son Brady (4). During the
week she serves as the Director of Sustainability for a large construction company. Julia was drawn
to TPC by the welcoming congregation, brimming Sunday school and variety of adult faith
explorations. She enjoys spending her spare time with family, traveling, and fitness.

Angie Hodge has lived near TPC for the past 6 years; the church is her voting site.
She has been worshipping with us for approximately a year now. Originally from the Virgin Islands,
she remains extremely close with her family who live there. While Angie grew up in the Moravian
tradition, she eventually found her home in the Presbyterian Church. She loves to sing, and has been a
member of many church choirs, as well as a concert choir. Angie also has a passion for education.
She serves as a member of the Phi Delta Kappa Sorority, an organization of trained and dedicated
educators.
Spring2019

14

Good News at TPC

Beverly & Bill Hunter reside in Lutherville, MD, where they were longtime
members of Havenwood Presbyterian Church; where Beverly served as an elder
and Bill served as both a deacon and an elder. Prior to retirement, Bill and Bev
traveled quite a bit, as Bill was a MLB player, coach, and manager, In fact, Bill
was the very first shortstop of the Baltimore Orioles when the Browns moved to
Maryland in 1954. He also played for the Brooklyn Dodgers, St. Louis Browns,
New York Yankees, Kansas City Athletics, and Cleveland Indians. After his
playing career ended, he also coached third base for the Orioles and managed the
Texas Rangers.
Bill and Melissa Hyde are certainly not new to TPC. Bill, son of the late Jim and Carol Hyde, first joined TPC in
1981 when the family relocated from Southwest Louisiana. Bill soon left for
college, but after graduation became more active in his faith and at
TPC. During that time he met Melissa, and in 1995 they were married here.
Their children, Sydney (20) and Zachary (18) were baptized here in 1998 and
2001. They left TPC upon moving, but are happy to be reconnecting since
they’ve moved back,. They are looking forward to growing in faith and
fellowship as they start the next phase as “almost empty nesters.” While they
both cherish time with their family, Bill also enjoys golf and fishing while
Melissa enjoys boating.
Andrew and Julie Kays have been attending TPC since October 2017. They were
drawn to the warm and welcoming congregation, rich worship experience and
diverse opportunities for spiritual growth. The Kays family lives in Lutherville with
their three children, Ellie (14), Brody (12) and Lara (9). During the week, Andrew
serves as Deputy Director for a state agency that manages waste, recycling and solar
energy projects. Julie works as a clinical counselor and manages the Counseling
Center at Stella Maris. They are looking forward to making TPC their church home
and being a part of this active faith community.
Julie Kreif, Lloyd Martin III, Connor Martin, Sarah Martin
TPC is blessed to welcome the Kreif and Martin family back. Julie was
born and raised in the Presbyterian faith in Milwaukee, WI. She is a
former TPC member who was active in the bell choir when she first
arrived in Baltimore (1987). A move led her to Roland Park
Presbyterian where she married Lloyd Martin, Jr. While there she was a
member of the bell choir, served as a deacon, and taught church
school. Later, the family joined Havenwood Presbyterian where Lloyd
serves as a part-time sexton while continuing a career as a landscape
architect. Julie is a PT who works at Johns Hopkins Hospital as a Safety
Quality Officer. Lloyd, III is a junior at UMD College Park, majoring in Government/Politics and
Chinese. Connor is a freshman at UMD College Park in the business school, majoring in Marketing. Sarah is
a junior at Dulaney HS and an active member of TPC’s youth group. The kids were all involved with Camp
BeeTree, transitioning from campers to CITs. You may have heard of the time Lloyd, III “broke his arm at
camp,” resulting in a harrowing drive to the ER by Martha Hayner (the family is eternally grateful!).
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Brad and Kaitlyn Strickland hail from Atlanta, Georgia, where they were
members of Morningside Presbyterian Church. They came to Baltimore in June,
2017 when Kaitlyn began her residency in Otolaryngology at Johns Hopkins. Ben
works as an attorney at Kramon and Graham. They live in Belvedere Square with
their two dogs, and are very excited to have found a new church home.

Shauna Stroble and her husband, Shannan live in Parkville with their
daughter, Rori, 13. Shauna works for Johns Hopkins Federal Credit
Union, and is currently completing her bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration at UMUC. She and Shannan, who’ve been together for
25 years, love spending time with Rori. She is in 7th grade at
Concordia Prep, plays softball, and loves to sing and write. She’s also
become an active member of TPC’s Jr. High Youth Group.

Jill and Dustin Thomas came to Maryland in 2015 from Cleveland, OH so
that Dustin could complete his post doctoral studies at Johns Hopkins
University. Both of their children have attended preschool at Towson
Presbyterian Preschool, for which Dustin currently serves as the President of
the Board. Their daughter Ruth is a first grader at Rodgers Forge, and Jane will
be joining her for kindergarten in the fall. Dustin works for the FDA, while Jill
is employed by the Department of Veteran’s Affairs. When not running
around for their kids’ activities, they enjoy discovering the area and finding
good local food!
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Youth Happenings
MS & HS Youth Group
In March and early April, our teens at Sunday night Youth Group are exploring the connection
between faith and sexuality. We’re using the curriculum These Are Our Bodies, which lays the
foundation that we are holy, sexuality is good and powerful, but we also must take
responsibility. These Are Our Bodies aims to go far beyond a basic sharing of information
about sex. It builds the faith foundation for participants that their church is a trustworthy place
to grow, mature and learn about the faith connection between their developing sexuality and
God. It is our hope that our church can provide the environment and opportunities for teens to
bridge the gap between their everyday lives and their faith lives.

Youth Group
Sunday Night Dinner

Youth Sunday – February 24, 2019
“Love in Action”
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Lately Around TPC...
Sunday Community Lunch
Now in our 9th year, Sunday Community
Lunch (SCL) provides a nourishing warm
meal every Sunday in Thompson Hall from
12:00-1:00 p.m. to the homeless and
working poor of our surrounding
community. While serving lunch is an
integral part of SCL, just as important is the
sense of community we are trying to build.
After serving lunch to our guests, SCL
teams make a plate for themselves and sit
with our guests for conversation and
relationship.
If you would like to learn more about SCL
or join a team, please contact Rev. Joel
Strom at jstrom@towsonpres.org.

Youth Sunday

Diners’ Club
2019

New Window
installed in stairwell
from Chapel hallway
to Thompson Hall “In Loving memory of
Kathy Bredbenner”

Sunday February 3 - Scouts Sunday
Troop 729 and 1729 joined us for Worship
Spring 2019
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Member Testimony—Lyn Brooks
Good Morning –

March 27, 2019

When asked to give this testimonial, one of my favorite sayings for years, came to
mind.
It is:

“CHANCE HAPPENS TO THOSE IN MOTION”.

CHANCE as defined by Webster is “The possibility of something happening in the
absence of any obvious design.”
The second part of the saying has the word - “MOTION”
I have been in motion all my life and for most of my adult years, I have participated in ultra-endurance races.
Here is a brief sampling of some of the events I have done:
For 20 years I participated in the Ironman Triathlon in Hawaii which covers 2.4 mile swim, 112 mile bike and full
marathon—26 miles of running.
For 2 years I participated in Race Across America – a non- stop 3000 mile bike race from the Pacific to the
Atlantic
ocean. I was on an all women’s team of 4. Both years we finished the 3000 miles in 7-1/2 days.
The last event I will mention was a team event called the Eco-Challenge: a 350 mile adventure race in the back
country of southern Utah. It took 10 days to complete!
Preparing for today, I decided to tally all my mileage over the years of training and racing. The rough estimate
adds up to 85,000 miles running; 235,000 miles biking; 10,000 miles swimming, and now countless miles
of hiking.
I can best sum up my above experiences with a favorite quote:
“It is not the magnitude of the adventure that we embark upon that matters, but our capacity to wonder as
we engage ourselves in the world”.
When I purposely stopped competing and somewhat cut back in my late 50’s, I started to feel very lost. I really
struggled during that time, but couldn’t figure out what was going on.
A relationship with god was non-existent. Church was simply Dad taking us to church every Sunday when we
were kids. So one day during this period of struggle, while walking in the woods, I was caught totally by
surprise when I cried out to God for help. That event stayed with me and was very unsettling. But one
Sunday I felt compelled to come to a service and sat in the back of this beautiful church. It felt comforting
to be here. My life was changing. Was it by chance?
I kept coming back…I was embraced by some loving members and quickly became immersed in this wonderful
community of faith. After 15 years, my faith journey continues to strengthen through prayer, the daily
lectionary readings, the sermons, serving on various committees, small group offerings and relationships
with you, the members of Towson Presbyterian Church. There is now fullness in life and community, not
only comfort in knowing a loving God, but the call to be a beacon of hope to others as well. Chance
encounter in the woods?? I don’t think it was by chance.
I do believe that chance happens to those in motion, but I think that day in the woods, I was touched by the grace
of God.
I am still in motion, but now with God as my guiding light.
Thank You!

Spring 2019
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Spring at TPP
Once again TPP is awash with hope for spring! There are birds, nests, butterflies, clouds
and spring colors everywhere. Take a few moments to walk through and enjoy all of the
lovely artwork here! The annual Art Show and Open House on Sunday, March 3rd was a
huge success and featured in the Towson Times. Families came on March 16th and enjoyed
breakfast prepared by the Dads. We are gearing up for our largest fundraiser, the Ice Cream
Social, on April 10th. We have been registering children since early January and we already
have78 children registered for the 2019-2020 school year (we have 83 this year)!!

Enjoy these pictures of TPP in the spring!
Leslie Foretich, Director

Birds in nests

Science Friday Bee Study

Spring Watercolors

Spring 2019

Science Friday Flower
with “Pollen”

20

Good News at TPC

