
*Hymn #100        “Canticle of the Turning” Star of the County Down 

 
Lighting the Fourth Candle of Advent—Peace   Ken and Mary Jane Pennell 
                      

Leader: The problems seem huge, while the solutions seem impossible. 
 Violence shakes the globe, while our nation tears along divisions. 
 Gunshots echo in our streets, while conflicts rip at our homes and our hearts.   
 Denial, distraction, silence, acquiescence— 
 we all participate in systems that deny peace for all.   
 Who will prepare the way of peace? 
People: The one born in the most unexpected of hands,  
 by the most unlikely vessel, at the least expected time. 
Leader: Garbage chokes the sea while the air and land weep. 
 The poor long for just enough to stop worrying,  
 while society lauds the have’s and excludes the have-nots.   
 Who will pave the way for peace? 
People:  The One who made the earth and all its contents good.  
Leader: When the powerful are determined to keep their power;  
 When women and children are exploited by governments and traders; 
 When color, orientation, citizenship, and wealth are still measures of worth;  
 Who will prepare the way for peace? 
People: The One who promises to bring all things to fulfillment. 

 
~ Candle is lit ~ 

 

Leader: Glory of Heaven, Light of the World:   
 You are our peace; you are our light.   
 Build us up in the way of your peace,  
 that we might shine and so share your peace, your light.   
People: Come, Lord Jesus.  Come.   

 
*Response to Grace 
 

 

 
*Passing of the Peace 

Leader:  In steadfast hope, we prepare the way for the one named,  
 “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
 Prince of Peace.”   May the peace of our coming Lord be with you all. 
People: And also with you! 
 

~ All are invited to share the “peace” of Christ with one another ~  
 

~ Children are invited to come forward ~  

 

Children’s Message (10:00) 
 

~ Children through Grade 5 are invited to the Education Wing ~ 

Proclaim God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                    Judith Rietz 

Scripture Lesson       Isaiah 7: 10-16  Pew Bible p. 636, O.T. 

Leader:  Holy Wisdom; Holy Word. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem                                               Magnificat                        Randall Thompson (1899-1984) 

Carol Openhym, solo 
 
Scripture Lesson                      Matthew 1: 18-25                           Pew Bible p. 1, N.T. 

Leader:  For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                     “What’s In A Name?” 
 

Respond in Thanks & Faith 
 

*Hymn #127 (10:00) “Jesus, the Light of the World” We’ll Walk In The Light 

 
*Advent Credo           Daniel Berrigan, Testimony:  The Word Made Flesh (adapted) 

Leader: It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction  
 and loss.  This is true:  
People: “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son.”  
Leader: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,  hunger and  
 poverty, death and destruction.  This is true:  
People: “I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly.” 
Leader: It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,  
 or that war and destruction rule forever.  This is true:  
People: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,  
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
 his name shall be called wonderful councilor, mighty God,  
 the Everlasting, the Prince of peace.” 
Leader: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule  
 the world.  This is true:  
People: “To me is given authority in heaven and on earth,  
 and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world.” 
Leader: It is not true that we must wait for those who are specially gifted before we can  
 be peacemakers.  This is true:  
People: “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and  
 daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions  
 and your old men shall have dreams.” 
Leader: So let us continue to hope and dream amid our Advent preparations for a  
 world of peace.    
People: We affirm with joy, with faith, with courage:  Jesus Christ— 
 Emmanuel—God-with-Us—the light of the world. 
 

Testimony (10:00)                                                  Ro Nicolosi  
 
Call to Commitment 

Offertory                  The Christmas Angels                        arr. Michael Helman (b. 1956) 
    Chancel Handbells 

 
*Doxology                                                 Old Hundredth 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                     

Leader: Bless these gifts, O God, that they might accomplish mighty things.  
People: May they abolish racism, sexism, ageism, ableism, 

homophobia, transphobia, and classism. Failing that, let them 
bring comfort to the suffering and compassionate hearts  

 to us all. 
Leader: Bless also, we pray, the gifts given to the Christmas Joy Offering. 
People: May they bless your Church and servants near and far. 
 

*Hymn #143 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” Regent Square 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                          African Noel                                         André Thomas (b. 1952)             

 
*Worshippers are invited to stand as able. 

**Large print bulletins with hymns and hearing assistance devices are available; 
please ask a deacon (with a red nametag) for assistance. 

 
 

 
The Towson Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive  ~  Curious  ~  Compassionate  ~  Courageous 

 

400 W. Chesapeake Ave., Towson, Maryland 21204 
 

www.towsonpres.org    410.823.6500    tpc@towsonpres.org 
 

Ministers                                                        All the members of the church 
Pastor, Senior                                                                          The Rev. Rob Carter 
Pastor, Associate                                                            The Rev. Joel Strom 
Director of Music and Organist                                            Stephen Harouff 
Director of Children and Family Ministry                                    Jenness Hall 
Administrative & Communications Coordinator           Tara Flynn Runge 
Business Administrator                                                       Kathryn Bojanowski 
Director, Towson Presbyterian Preschool                                       Leslie Foretich 
Sexton                                                                                                        Walter Austin 
Pastor Emeritus                                                    The Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole 

 
Our Mission: 

Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith  
growing as disciples of Christ 

 
TPC is a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation, 

and a member of the Covenant Network (striving for a fully inclusive church). 
 

Let’s connect: 
Facebook @TowsonPres  ||  Instagram @TowsonPres 



New Here?  Welcome—just as you are. 
 

We’re grateful you’re here!  Please 
take a moment to note your name and 
email address in the sign-in pads on the 
inside of each pew.   

We’d cherish the chance to connect 
with you.  A TPC Outreach Minister 
will be standing next to the 
Communion Table after the 10 a.m. 
service to welcome any who’d like to 
learn a bit more about TPC.  Outreach 
Ministers also staff two “Welcome 
Centers,” located outside the rear of the 
sanctuary and in the Fellowship Hall.  
You’re warmly invited to participate in 
any church events or programs of 
interest. 

For your worshipping comfort, 
large-print bulletins and hearing 
assistance devices are available at the 
rear of the sanctuary.  Deacons (wearing 
red nametags) are happy to assist you. 

While children are whole-heartedly 
welcome within all of worship, our 
professionally-staffed nursery is 
available (see a deacon for directions).  
Church school (Pre-K – Grade 5) begins 
after the Children’s Message.   

Please join us after the 10 a.m. 
service for refreshments at our “Coffee 
Hour,” located in the Fellowship Hall 
(bottom level next to the parking lot).   

Thank you, again, for the blessing of 
your presence this morning. 

 

 
 
Please pray for: Bob Adams, Shirley Albert, Mary Grace Byrne, Cindy Cole (JoAnn 
Brooks’ sister), Jim Dawson, Barbara Davis, Barbara & John Dillon, Pat Hoopes, 
Mike Just, Ann Lehwald, Julie Mertus, Jane Messimer, Gloria Roberts, Dianne 
Thompson, Stuart Tyrie (Mitzie’s son) and Joye Wilhide. Names remain on prayer list 
for four weeks, unless otherwise requested. 
 

 
 

Today at TPC 
 
Assisting in Worship today are: Mary Blann, Beth Bugg, Joseph Clark, Pat Keller,   
Cass Mairs, Liza Salemi, Bill Sherman, and Liz White. 
 

Sunday, December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent - Peace 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel  
 9:45 a.m. Noah’s Nursery (infants to 3-year olds) 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:15 a.m. Church School  
 11:15 a.m. Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
 11:15 a.m. Rehearsal – 4:00 p.m. Service – Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. SCL – Fellowship Hall 
 
 

Electronic Giving || Text “CheerfulGiver” (one word; no spaces; case 
sensitive) to 73256 or scan the QR Code to the right.  

 

 
 

All God’s People 
Schedules to note: 

 The Church Offices will be closed starting at 1:00 p.m. Dec. 24 through Dec 
26th. 

 Worship on Dec 29 || One service at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 Rev Carter will be on vacation Dec 30 – Jan. 5. 
 Church Office closes at Noon on Dec. 31. 
 Church Offices will be closed on Jan 1. 
 The Business Office hours have been adjusted to Mon – Thurs. 7 – 3.  

Christmas Eve Services || 4:00 p.m.—Family Service || Childcare available for 
Infant to age 3 || 8 p.m. & 10 p.m.—Services of Lessons and Carols with 
candlelight. Childcare available for the 8:00 p.m. service for Infant to age 3. 
 

Church-wide Book Study:  We Make the Road by Walking || This week we 
read Ch. 17 – “Surprising People” and 17A – “The Light Has Come (Christmas Eve)” 
 

Podcasts || Joel & Rob offer a weekly podcast on a chapter of We Make the Road 
by Walking || New next week—Ch. 17 || Towsonpres.org > Explore > Podcasts 
 

Youth Ministry || Youth Group does not meet Dec. 22 and 29 but is back on Jan. 5. 
 

Worship on Dec. 29 || One service at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall || We will  
worship and celebrate Christ's coming with Christmas Carols and prayers while  
sipping cocoa or coffee and munching on sweets. All are encouraged to dress 
casually (and children are welcome to wear pajamas if desired). 
 

Diner’s Club || Make new and deepen long- time friendships || Participants share 
three meals together from January – March in Small Groups.  One member hosts 
with everyone dividing up preparation of the meal. || Register at towsonpres.org. 
 
The Sanctuary Flower Sign Up chart for 2020 is available in the Chapel Hallway. 
 

Epiphany Sunday, Jan. 5 || Hear reflections from 2019 Epiphany Stars and receive 
new Stars for 2020. 
 

 
 

TPC This Week 
Tuesday, December 24 
 1:00 p.m.  Church Office Closes 
 3:45 p.m. Childcare infants to 3 years – Noah’s Nursery 
 4:00 p.m.  Family Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 8:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols – Sanctuary 
 10:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols - Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
   Church Offices Closed 
 
Thursday, December 26 
   Church Offices Closed 
   
Sunday, December 29  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service – Adaptation of Moravian Lovefeast – 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 12:00 p.m. SCL – Fellowship Hall 
 
Tuesday, December 31 
 12:00 p.m. Church Office Closes 
 
Wednesday, January 1  New Year’s Day 
   Church Offices Closed 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Towson Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

Dec. 22, 2019  ||  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Peace 
 

Assemble in God’s Name 
 

We joyfully welcome you to worship this morning! 
All are invited to use the Reflection as a time of preparation. 

 
Advent Reflection                                 Edwina Gately, There Was No Path So I Trod One  

God is soaked in our world. 
God's Spirit lives and breathes 
in and through all that is. 
 

We are lost only when we do not understand 
that God is already with and in each one of us. 
 

Our task is recognition 
of God's initiative 
to be at home in us— 
acceptance of God-With-Us. 
 

Then we cannot but be glad. 
 

Prelude                     Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne                         Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

 

Welcome                                    Rev. Carter        
 
Moment for Mission                         Pat Keller 
 
*Call to Worship                                                      Jenness Hall 

Leader:  We wait, anticipate, and prepare for the Lord.   
  But for how long? 
People:  The darkness is deep.   
  But look! The light is beginning to shine. 
Leader:  The everlasting light is creeping closer. 
People:  Hope is in the air. Love is on its way.  Joy is palpable.   
Leader:  Peace is coming.   
  The peace of God that surpasses understanding.  
People:  We are waiting on peace,  
  while Peace is waiting on us. 


