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  Service of Worship 
 

 2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 7th 2025  ||  10:00  a.m. 

 

Permission to print and/or broadcast music is obtained through One License #A-728044. 
 

Assemble in God’s Name 
 

We joyfully welcome you to worship this morning! 
All are invited to use the Reflection and Prelude as a time of preparation. 

 

Prayerful Reflection                                   by Joanna Harader (adapted) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel— 

God-with-us. 
Come into our brokenness, O God; 

come into our joy. 
Come into our captivity, O God; 

come into our freedom. 
Come into our fear, O God; 

come into our compassion. 
 

Prelude                                        Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 659           J.S. Bach 
 
Welcome                            

 
*Lighting the Second Candle of Advent—Love    

Linda Miller & Anne Stephanus                    
Leader:   When all looked bleak and hope seemed lost,  God sent the prophet  
Isaiah to reassure God’s people, proclaiming,  “God loves you.  God is  
coming to you!”   
People:  Love is coming!   
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Let us prepare the way for Love Incarnate! 
Leader:  When the time was right, God entered the world in the flesh  
to redeem creation and reveal the ways of God’s kingdom: 
People:  “Love God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, 
and love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 
~the candle is lit ~ 

 
Leader:    O God, we yearn for your kingdom in which all know your love— 
a kingdom that values the last and the least,   
where the hungry are fed first and the excluded are embraced.   
People:  We wait with your hope as we watch for your love.  
Come, Lord Jesus!  Come! 

 
*Hymn #82                                                     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hyfrydol 
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*Invitation to Confess  
*Prayer of Confession                                               

Leader:  God of mercy and might, we confess that we prefer a quiet Advent,  
the kind with soft lights and gentle carols.  
People:  We cling to our comfort, protect our privilege,  
and resist the upheaval your kingdom brings. 
Leader:   You scatter the proud, but we exalt ourselves.  
You lift the lowly, but we ignore their cries.  
People: You fill the hungry, but we hoard our plenty.  
You topple the powerful, but we trust in their strength. 
Leader:  Forgive us, O God.   Turn us upside-down with your mercy. 
People: Loosen our grip on the way things are,  
and tune our hearts to the dangerous song of hope. 
 

Come, O Christ, and make us new.  
Teach us to rejoice in your justice,  
to live in your mercy,  
and to celebrate your kingdom that comes.   

 
~ silent reflection and confession ~ 

 
*Assurance of Grace                  

Leader:  In God's Kingdom, all are loved for who they are, not what they do; 

all are forgiven for what they have and haven’t done; 

and all are welcomed and fed by God's grace and hope. 
People: Forgiven, loved, sent forth— 
we are not far from God's Kingdom! Thanks be to God. 
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Response to Grace                                                                                                        Isaiah 9 

 
 
*Passing of the Peace   

Leader:   Christ is born among us as the Prince of Peace. 
His reign is mercy and his Kingdom is just.   
People:  We are called toto proclaim his kingdom already breaking 
into the world, and to join his work of healing and reconciliation. 
Leader:   May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

~ All in the sanctuary are invited to share peace with others ~ 
 

Livestream Check-In 
 

~ Children are invited to come forward.~ 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Proclaim God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Scripture Lesson          

      Luke 1: 39-56.                 p. 57 in NT of Pew Bible 
Leader: For the word of God in Scripture, , 

For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 



   
 

~ 6 ~ 
 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                             Playing the Prophet—Part 2: 
“A Dangerous Song” 

 

Respond in Thanks & Faith 
 

Hymn #101                                     No Wind at the Window                                      Columcille 
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Offering Our Gifts to God                              
 Ways to offer financial gifts 

• Towsonpres.org – click the orange “Give” button at top of page  

• Text a dollar amount to 833-218-4418 
• Drop off or mail check to the church 

• Scan this QR code  
 

Offertory                        Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain            Carolyn Jennings 
 
Sacrament of Communion 

The Invitation 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader: May the God of new life be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

            People:   We lift them to God.   
Leader: Let us give thanks to the God we love. 
People: We freely give God thanks and praise. 

(The prayer continues…) 
 

The Institution 
The Communion of the People 

Jesus welcomes all to his table.  At this time, you may come to the table where communion 
is celebrated via “intinction.”  A piece of bread (gluten-free) will be handed to you, which 
you can dip into the cup before consuming. Sealed, allergy-free wafers and mini-cups are in  
a bowl on the table.  Those preferring to remain seated are invited to raise a hand and a 

server will bring the table to you.   
 
Prayer of Response 

Gracious God, how can we thank you for such a gift?   
You have met us, fed us, drawn us to you,  
and bound us to one another. 
Now send us out to share your love  
and proclaim the hope we have in you.  Amen. 

Hymn #100                                    Canticle of the Turning               Star of the County Down 



   
 

~ 9 ~ 
 

 



   
 

~ 10 ~ 
 

 
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                      Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 661                    J.S. Bach 

______________________________ 

 

Towson Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive ~  Curious  ~  Compassionate  ~  Courageous 

www.towsonpres.org  ||  on social @TowsonPres  

 
Our Mission: 

Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith  
growing as disciples of Christ 

 
TPC is a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation,  

and a member of the Covenant Network (striving for a fully inclusive church). 
 

______________________________ 
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New Here? Welcome—just as you are. 
 

We’re so glad you’re here! We hope you find meaning in our worship and connection 
within our community of faith. TPC offers two worship opportunities on Sundays: 
10:00am in-person and 10:00am live-stream via Facebook, YouTube, and 
towsonpres.org.   
 
While children are whole-heartedly welcome at every worship service, our 
professionally staffed Noah’s Nursery is available for children ages 0–3 (see a deacon 
wearing a red nametag for directions). Children worshipping in the sanctuary are 
invited forward for a special Children’s Message mid-service. 
 
We’d cherish the chance to connect with you. If you feel led, please fill out a visitor 
form at towsonpres.org/contact, so we can get to know you! We appreciate your 
presence here today, and we hope you are blessed by your time worshiping with us. 
 
We deeply appreciate you joining us today, and hope you are blessed by your time 
worshiping with us. 

_________________________ 
 

Prayer List 
 
Walter Cesewski,  Jim Flick, Jennifer Gettier,  Julie Mertus,  Janet Novak, Alan 
Randolph, Janice Searles, Joan Strout, Mitzi Tyrie, Lee Weber. Names are listed for 
three weeks unless otherwise requested.  

 

_________________________ 
 

TPC News, Mission, & Ministries Updates 
 
Assisting in Worship: Shirley Albert, Beth Bugg*, Jason Fitzsimmons, Matt 
Hemm, Liz Piel, Paul Schwab, Bill Sherman, Ellen Tully. 
 
Looking to register for an event or group, find a zoom link, or learn more 
about what’s happening at TPC? You’ll find all the details at 
towsonpres.org/events. 
 
Welcome Kiosk & Connection Team || We are thrilled to introduce our new 
Welcome Kiosk just outside the rear of the sanctuary!  This space is designed 
especially for those new to TPC.  Members of the newly formed and trained 
“Connection Team” will be there before and after worship each Sunday to greet 

https://www.towsonpres.org/events/
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newcomers, answer any questions, and help them explore ways to engage and 
connect. Of course, this isn’t just the Connection Team’s call.  We are all called to 
invite and welcome others into TPC.  If you meet a guest, please welcome them 
with joy and point them toward the kiosk for further welcome, assistance, and 
connection. 
 
Contemplative Spirituality Group || Every Sunday, 9am, in the Chapel || Are 
you interested in nurturing your awareness of God's presence? in sharing your 
faith journey with others who share theirs? Join us before worship in the Chapel as 
Dave Britt facilitates contemplative prayer and explorations of meaningful faith. 
 
Comparing The Gospel Stories of Jesus’ Birth || Mondays, Dec. 1, 8, & 15, 7-
8PM || Zoom Link || You may be surprised to learn Matthew, Luke and John's 
birth narratives are quite different and yet still complement each other. To learn 
how, join Rev. Harold Cahill via zoom for an hour of enlightening Advent 
opportunities to prepare for Christ’s birth. Bring your Bibles! 
 
Advent Festival || Today, 11-12pm || Join us for an intergenerational Advent 
Festival after worship in Thompson Hall. We will explore the Christmas Story 
through the eyes of the animals in the manager and participate in fun activities 
together. All ages are welcome to attend and participate! 
 
MNF Football @ Barley's Backyard Uptown || Monday, Dec. 8, 7:30pm || It's 
time for our annual Monday Night Football December gathering at Barley’s 
Backyard Uptown (408 York Road in downtown Towson). We’ll meet upstairs 
for appetizers, while drinks and additional food can be purchased on your own. 
No RSVP is required. 
 
2025 Advent Devotional || Our daily devotional offers Scripture, reflection, 
prayer, and a simple practice to guide you through Advent. View each week’s 
devotions online in our Friday email or pick up a hard copy of the entire devotional 
in the Narthex. 
 
McKim Center Angel Tree || Now–Tuesday, December 9 || Grab a tag for a 
child (e.g., 10–12  yo girl) from Thompson Hall or from the tree by the Chapel, and 
bless a child from the McKim Center this Christmas with age- and gender-specific 
presents. This is a great service opportunity for families to do together! Gifts will 
be picked up on December 11. 
 
Christmas Wreath Fundraiser || Now–Sunday, Dec. 14 || Support our youth by 
purchasing a holiday wreath through Lynch Creek Farm. Proceeds help offset 
costs for middle and high school students attending the Massanetta Middle School 

https://towsonpres-org.zoom.us/j/96406593475?pwd=Hq5pDuR0mtJu1ozbaovTzAjFKrFnbY.1
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Conference in Virginia and the Montreat Youth Conference in North Carolina this 
summer. Please visit our events page for the link and click 'Shop' on the Lynch 
Creek Farm site. 
 
Children’s Pageant Rehearsals || Sundays, Dec. 7, 14, & 21 || Children and youth 
are invited to join rehearsals for our annual Christmas Pageant. We’ll meet during 
Church School on Dec. 7 (before the Advent Festival) to assign parts, then 
rehearse after worship on Dec. 14 and Dec. 21. Participants should plan to be 
present for the 4 pm Family Service on Christmas Eve. All gatherings will take 
place in the Big Room and the Sanctuary. 
 
Caroling & Chili || Sunday, Dec. 21, 5:00–7:00pm || Spread Christmas cheer 
around our surrounding neighborhood in conjunction with Southland Hills’ “Light 
Up the Hills” event, with a chili dinner to follow in Thompson Hall. After singing 
in Southland Hills, we'll head back to TPC to enjoy a chili dinner. 6th–12th graders 
are asked to bring a wrapped gift (that they did not buy but found at home) for a 
White Elephant Exchange after dinner. 
 
Children & Youth - Summer 2026 || Save the Date! 

‑ Massanetta Middle School Conference – June 23-26 
‑ Camp BeeTree – July 13-17 
‑ Montreat Youth Conference – July 26-Aug 1 

 
 

Church Center App || Download TPC’s new app by using this QR code.  
Please check the option to be placed in the digital directory.  Learn more at 
towsonpres.org/churchcenter. 

_________________________ 
 

This Week @ TPC 
 

Sun. 12/7: 9:00am  Contemplative Spirituality Group  
(Chapel) 

10:00am  Noah’s Nursery (Lower Level) 
10:00am  Worship (Sanctuary/Online) 
11:00am  Coffee Hour (Thompson Hall) 
11:00am  Advent Festival (Thompson Hall) 
12:00pm  SCL (Thompson Hall) 
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Mon. 12/8: 10:00am  Bible Study: Gospel of Luke (Zoom) 
7:00pm  Comparing The Gospel Stories of  

Jesus’ Birth (Zoom) 
7:00pm  BeeTree Comm. Mtg. (Library) 
7:00pm  Circle 13 (Harvey Residence) 
7:30pm  Monday Night Football  

(Barley's Backyard) 
 

Tue. 12/9: 10:30am  Staff Meeting (Library) 
1:00pm  WMA Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 
2:00pm  Parish Visitor Mtg. (Library) 
6:30pm  LOGOS Leadership Team (Zoom) 
7:00pm                          Book Study: Praying the Scriptures for 

IntimateWorship (Zoom) 
7:30pm  Chancel Handbells (Sanctuary) 

 
Wed. 12/10:  7:00pm  Communication Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 

6:03pm  Deacons Mtg. (Thompson Hall) 
7:00pm  ASF Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 
8:00pm  CORE Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 

 
Thur. 12/11: 7:30pm  Chancel Choir (Sanctuary) 


