TOWS ON
CHURCH

Inclusive ~ Curious ~ Compassionate ~ Courageous

Service of Worship

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2,2026 |/10:00 am.

Permission to print and/or broadcast music is obtained through One License #A-728044.

Assemble in God’s Name

We joytully welcome you to worship this morning!
All are invited to use the Reflection and Prelude as a time of preparation.

Prayerful Reflection Jan L. Richardson
(adapted)
Hope nonetheless. Hope despite. Hope regardless. Hope still.

Hope where we had ceased to hope.
Hope amid what threatens hope.
Hope with those who feed our hope.
Hope beyond what we had hoped.

Hope that draws us past our limits.

Hope that defies expectations.

Hope that questions what we have known.
Hope that makes a way where there is none.

Hope that takes us past our fear. Hope that calls us into life.
Hope that holds us beyond death. Hope that blesses those to come.

Prelude Arabesque No. 1 Claude Debussy
Welcome

*Call to Worship Thom Shuman (adapted)



Leader: We gather in this sacred space, virtually and in-person,

People: to offer thanks to God with all our hearts.
Leader: We gather with this precious community of faith,
People: to follow Jesus, wherever he may lead us.
Leader: We gather in these moments,
People: to learn all we can of grace,
and love,
and the life that really is life.
Leader: Let us worship God.
*Hymn #664 Morning Has Broken Bunessan
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing; black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new  fall sun-lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - lightt Mine is the morn - ing, borm of the
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet

one light E-den saw play! Praisewith e - la - tion; praise ev - ery
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet pass.
morn - ing, God's re-cre - a - tion of the new day!

*[nvitation to Confess
*Prayer of Confession
Boundless God,
You give us hearts and eyes of faith,
calling us to open them
to all that you say will be.

But we have grown complacent with what is.
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We prefer the known,
as hard or mundane as it is,
to the extraordinary you call us towards.
We prefer the ways of society,
as broken as they are,
to the ways of grace and love that lead to life.

Help us see the world differently, Healing One.
Help us see the glory in pursuing the common good.
Help us find the peace in learning to love

those who are hard to like.
Help us uncover that courage to change—to shift—to grow,

until we see,

and so pursue,
all that you say will be.

~ silent reflection ¢ confession ~

*Assurance of Grace
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News:
This is nothing more you need to do.
God’s love and grace have claimed you, now and always!
People: Life is made new.
Freed and forgiven, we will live for the Lord.
Alleluia! Amen.

*Response to Grace Glory to God (Vasile)



9 1 [y} JI I
b 1 \ X I N | |
) E— . : Y % —
e * e — & o
Glo - ry to God, whose good-ness  shines on  me,
Worldwith - out end, with - out end. A - men.
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and  to the  Son, whose grace has  par-doned me,
World with - out end, with - out  end. A - men.
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and  to the Spir-it, whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, with-out end. A - men.
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Asit wasin the begin-ning, is now and ever shall be. A - men.
GTG: #582

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As Christ revealed, the peace-full kingdom of God
is built upon our pursuit of inner peace and relational peace.
May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

~ All are invited to share peace with others ~

Livestream Check-In
~Children are invited to come forward-

Children’s Message

Proclaim God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson Matthew 11:11-18,25-30

Leader: For the word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "Covenant Keepers' Rev. Harold Cabhill
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Respond in Thanks & Faith

Hymn #525 Let Us Break Bread Together Let Us Break Bread
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1 Let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)
2 Let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)
3 Let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)
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let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)
let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)
let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)
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When I fall on my knees, with my face to the ris-ing sun,
5 ®» ®» o oo e »
o 2 e > i
‘ 1 )| -IL 1 % % jL ! | 1
| — — y — o
I3 —
) 1
I 1
~ —e-" — —
v _—
S I A&
O Lord, have  mer-cy on me. (on me)
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Montreat Youth Conference Reflection

Oftering Our Gifts to God
Ways to offer financial gifts
e Towsonpres.org - click the orange “Give” button at top of the page
e Textadollar amount to 833-218-4418
e Drop off or mail check to the church

Elg'g' IE_I1
e Scan this QR code éﬁ

Offertory

Sacrament of Communion
The Invitation
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader: May the God of new life be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the God we love.

People: We freely give God thanks and praise.
(The prayer continues...)

The Institution

The Communion of the People
Jesus invites all to share in his feast of grace. You are invited to come forward to
receive a piece of gluten-free bread, dip it into the cup (juice), and partake. Sealed,
allergy-friendly wafers w/ individual cups are available in a bowl on the table. If
you prefer to remain seated, raise your hand and a server will bring the elements to
you.

The Prayer of Response
Almighty God, we give thanks for your welcome,
your meal, your gifts, your grace.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us out to proclaim your kingdom
with our words and our actions,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn #269 Lead On, O King Eternal! Lancashire
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nall The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents shall be our home.
and ho - 1i - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for glad -ness breaks like morn - ing wher-¢e’er your face ap - pears;
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong,

for not with swords’ loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums;
your cross is  lift - ed o'er us; we jour-ney in its light.
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we Ilift our bat-tle song.
with deeds of love and mer - cy the heaven-ly king-dom comes.
The crown a- waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!
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Sabbatical Litany of Sending & Blessing
Meta Herrick Carlson, Rev. Bart Kelso (adapted)
Leader: Amid the hurried pressures of life and vocation, it is all too easy
to resist the rest and renewal God intends for us. Work—good work—
shifts from something we do to a reflection of who we are.
People: Without rest and renewal, our energies grow depleted,
our perspectives skew; our priorities shift from the way
and will of our Creator.
Leader: So God created the seventh day, and hallowed it, calling us all
to intentional times of worship, rest, and renewal, that we might
discover—again and again—that our purpose is not found
in our production.
People: So we send you, Joel, our Pastor and friend,
on sabbatical with our earnest prayers and deep love,
asking God’s blessing upon you and this congregation
you serve.

Sabbatical Description

Sabbatical Blessing

Leader: Eternal One, we ask that Joel’s sabbatical be a time of deep rest

and renewal. May he enjoy, in these 12 wecks away, a release from
responsibilities, a child-like curiosity, and a thorough refreshment of
body, mind and spiri.

People: Grant to him times of worship, reading, and play;
moments of deep contemplation and occasions with rich
conversation; time for leisurely dreaming and intentional
reflection.

Leader: Enable him to gaze in wonder at the beauty of your creation,
and grow in the cherished company and love of his family,

as he uncovers the fresh rhythms of life you intend.
Al Amen.

*Benediction

Postlude Festive Trumpet Tune David German

Towson Presbyterian Church
Inclusive ~ Curious -~ Compassionate ~ Courageous
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WWww.towsonpres.org || on socials @TowsonPres

Ministers All members of the church
Pastor, Senior Rev. Rob Carter
Pastor, Associate Rev. Joel Strom
Director of Music and Organist Stephen Harouff
Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministry Whitney Grimm
Director of Communications & Connections Andy Koo

Business Administrator Kathryn Bojanowski
Mission Coordinator Rev. Dr. David Britt
Administrative Assistant Barbara Patrick
Sexton Walter Austin

Parish Associate Rev. Dr. Harold Cahill
Parish Associate Rev. Mary Gaut
Parish Affiliate Rev. Mark Smiley
Pastor Emeritus Dr. George Gray Toole

Our Mission:
Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith
growing as disciples of Christ.

Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) || Certified Earth Care
Congregation || Affiliated with the Covenant Network of Presbyterians (seeking
full equity for LGBTQ+ people in the life and ministry of the Church)

New Here? Welcome—ijust as you are.

We're so glad you're here! Whether you're exploring faith for the first time, new to
the area, asking questions, or returning after time away, you are genuinely
welcome at TPC.

To connect with us or learn more, scan this QR code to complete a
virtual Connect Card (or fill out a printed card from the pew rack), or
stop by the Welcome Kiosk outside the sanctuary to receive a welcome
gift!

You can also use it to join our email mailing list and stay up to date on church
news and events.
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https://www.towsonpres.org/

Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m., in person and online. Children are
always welcome, with a professionally staffed nursery and Church School
available during the service. Stay after worship for Coffee Hour at 11:00 a.m.!

We celebrate your presence today and hope this time of worship helps you
experience the depth of God’s love for you.

Prayer List

Davis Barkley, Patricia Bickel, Pam Burton, Jim Flick, Melvin Heckstall, Janie Hughey,
Barbara Kays, Kathy Lefebvre, Ann Lehwald, Julie Mertus, Janet Novak, George
Openhym, Roger Rath, Joan Strout, George Toole, Wendy Wallace, Lee Weber, Bob
Younglove. Names are listed for three weeks unless otherwise requested.

TPC News, Mission, & Ministries Updates

Assisting in Worship: Mary Blann, Ross Bregel, Pat Keller*, Jim Kuhlman, Adam
Palmer, Patti Rector, Linda Shanks, Jeffrey Tobian.

Baltimore County Backpack Drive || Ends Today|| Help support children from
low-income households by donating much-needed back-to-school supplies. Please
drop off any of the following items in Thompson Hall on the stage: backpacks,
wide-ruled composition books, scissors, Expo/dry erase markers, #2 pencils,
colored pencils (12- or 24-pack), crayons (24-pack), glue sticks, pink erasers, two-
pocket folders, and pencil pouches.

deeper community and spiritual growth. Please scan & join the group
online so our hosts can coordinate with you for a potluck-style dinner!
Facilitated by Jon Bregel & Rachel Wallick. Location: 4 Lombardy Pl, Towson MD
21204

TPC Fantasy Football League || Monday, Aug. 31, 7pm || Join TPC's free
Fantasy Football league this season! No experience is needed, and everyone is
welcome. Participation is limited to the first 12 people to sign up. Play in person at
TPC or virtually. Contact Kevin McKenna at kevin.mckennaé@yahoo.com for
more information.
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Recreation and Cookout at Bee Tree Preserve || Saturday, Sept. 19t || Time
TBD || Save the date for an afternoon of recreation, fellowship, and a cookout at
BeeTree Preserve! Join us in Sept. (rain date: Saturday, Sept. 26) for a fun gathering
hosted by the Bee Tree Committee. More details will be shared soon, so mark your
calendars and plan to join us! Accessibility accommodations are available with
advance notice.

EiEE  Graul’s Pickup for Coffee Hour & Sunday Community Lunch ||
i %* Ongoing || We'd love your help picking up food donations from Graul’s
B Market in Ruxton! More details are available on the sign-up page!

] Church Center App || To stay connected in all things here at TPC, scan

4 the QR code to download the TPC Church Center App! You can access
=% event registrations, join groups, view our calendar, and more.
TPC This Week

Sun. 8/2: 9:00am The Explorers (Thompson Hall)

10:00am Noah’s Nursery, 0-3 (Lower Level)

10:00am Worship Service (Sanctuary & Livestream)

11:00am Coffee Hour (Thompson Hall)

12:00pm Sunday Community Lunch

(Thompson Hall)

Tue. 8/4: 10:30am Staff Meeting (Library)

6:30pm LOGOS Planning Team Mtg. (Zoom)
Wed. 8/5: 5:30pm Shine: A Messy Family Retreat

(Thompson Hall)
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