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  Service of Worship 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 30, 2026  || 10:00  a.m. 
 

Permission to print and/or broadcast music is obtained through One License #A-728044. 
 

Assemble in God’s Name 
 

We joyfully welcome you to worship this morning! 
All are invited to use the Reflection and Prelude as a time of preparation. 

 

Prayerful Reflection                                                    Ted Loder, Guerillas of Grace 
(adapted) 

O Eternal One, 

I wander somewhere between gratitude and grievance,  
wonder and routine,  

high resolve and undone dreams,  
generous impulses and unpaid bills.   

Come find me, Lord.   
Be with me exactly as I am.   
Help me accept what I am,  

so I can begin to be yours—completely.   
 
Prelude                            “Andante cantabile” from Symphony No. 4                   C.M. Widor 
 
Welcome                                        
 
*Call to Worship                                                              

Leader:  Come, children of God!   
The One who formed us delights in us still. 
People:  We come, ready to rejoice in the love  
that will not let us go. 
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Leader:   Come, children of the covenant. 
God’s embrace is wide; God’s mercy has no end. 
People:  We come, eager to sing of grace  
that is stronger than fear. 
Leader:   Come, seekers of hope. 
The Spirit is moving and making all things new. 
People:  We come with open hearts,  
ready to be filled with life. 
Leader:   With gratitude and gladness, let us worship God! 

 

*Hymn #26                                                           Earth and All Stars!                             Earth and All 
Stars 
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*Invitation to Confess                                 
*Prayer of Confession              Ted Loder (adapted) 

You call us, O God, but we seldom hear.   
Or, if we do, we mold what we hear  

to fit our preconceived of what you desire  
and what we should do. 

We’re afraid to listen and follow too closely. 
We’re afraid that life lived in the way of Jesus 

might cost too much comfort, 
too much privilege, 

too much pride.   
 

O God, help us let go of what we expect  
and embrace the grace you intend. 

Lead us past our fear,  
into the joy of sharing your love with abandon. 

Take away what holds us back  
and show us the way of generosity  

until we become known as your people of grace: 
“Repairers of the Broken Places,”  

and “Restorers of Peace.”   
 

~ silent reflection & confession ~ 

 

*Assurance of Grace      
Leader: Friends, have you heard the Good News Jesus proclaimed? 
People:  God forgives; God heals; God redeems!  
Leader: Then rejoice!  God claims you anew and frees you for life and love.  
People: May our lives proclaim the grace of God to all the world! 

 
*Response to Grace                                                                           Glory to God (Vasile) 
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Passing of the Peace   
Leader: Christ’s peace is not a gift to hold—it’s a gift to release. 
People: It tears down walls and challenges the status quo. 
Leader: As we share this peace, may it push us beyond our comfort  
and these walls to live boldly as God’s healing agents.   
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

~ All are invited to share peace with others ~ 
 

Livestream Check-In 
~ Children are invited to come forward~ 

 
Children’s Message    
 

Proclaim God’s Word 
                   

Prayer for Illumination      
Scripture Lessons                  Psalm 24                             Pew Bible p. 502, 
OT 

                 Acts 17: 22-28                           p. 137, NT 
Leader: For the word of God in Scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon                                      Turns Out (Part 3): 

God Is Bigger 
 

Respond in Thanks & Faith 
 

Hymn #19                                     God of Great and God of Small            God of Great and Small 
 

 
 

Offering Our Gifts to God                              
 Ways to offer financial gifts 

• Towsonpres.org – click the orange “Give” button at top of the page  

• Text a dollar amount to 833-218-4418 

• Drop off or mail check to the church 

• Scan this QR code  
 

Offertory   “Grazioso” from Sonata in C Major          Jean-Baptiste Bréval 
 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                            



   
 

~ 7 ~ 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn #645                        Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                Mit Freuden Zart 
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*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                                                         Prelude on Pisgah                                                 Dale Wood 

 
_________________________ 

 

Towson Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive  ~  Curious  ~  Compassionate  ~  Courageous 

 
www.towsonpres.org || on socials @TowsonPres 

 
Ministers All  members of the church   
Pastor, Senior  Rev. Rob Carter  
Pastor, Associate Rev. Joel Strom  
Director of Music and Organist Stephen Harouff  
Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministry Whitney Grimm  
Director of Communications & Connections Andy Koo  
Business Administrator Kathryn Bojanowski  
Mission Coordinator Rev. Dr. David Britt  
Administrative Assistant Barbara Patrick  
Sexton Walter Austin  
Parish Associate Rev. Dr. Harold Cahill  
Parish Associate Rev. Mary Gaut  
Parish Affiliate Rev. Mark Smiley  
Pastor Emeritus    Dr. George Gray Toole  

 
Our Mission: 

Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith  
growing as disciples of Christ. 

 

https://www.towsonpres.org/
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Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  || Certified Earth Care 
Congregation || Affiliated with the Covenant Network of Presbyterians (seeking   

full equity for LGBTQ+ people in the life and ministry of the Church) 
______________________________ 

 

New Here? Welcome—just as you are. 
 

We're so glad you're here! Whether you're exploring faith for the first time, new to 
the area, asking questions, or returning after time away, you are genuinely 
welcome at TPC. 
 

To connect with us or learn more, scan this QR code to complete a 
virtual Connect Card (or fill out a printed card from the pew rack), or 
stop by the Welcome Kiosk outside the sanctuary to receive a welcome 
gift! 

 
You can also use it to join our email mailing list and stay up to date on church 
news and events. 
 
Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m., in person and online. Children are 
always welcome, with a professionally staffed nursery and Church School 
available during the service. Stay after worship for Coffee Hour at 11:00 a.m.! 
 
We celebrate your presence today and hope this time of worship helps you 
experience the depth of God’s love for you.  

_________________________ 
 

Prayer List 
Patricia Bickel, Pam Burton, Charlie Conklin, Jim Flick, Melvin Heckstall, The Family 
of Chipper Hoff,  Janie Hughey, Barbara Kays, Kathy Lefebvre, Ann Lehwald, Julie 
Mertus, Janet Novak, George Openhym, Travis Parker, Roger Rath,  The Family of 
Roger Roth, Joan Strout, George Toole, Wendy Wallace, Lee Weber, The Family of 
Bob Younglove.  Names are listed for three weeks unless otherwise requested. 

_________________________ 

 
TPC News, Mission, & Ministries Updates 

 
Assisting in Worship: Beth Bugg, Norma Haynes, Julie Kreif*, Tony Kreif, 
Kimberly Light, Jeff Roumm, Susan Shockley, Carol Whiteford. 
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We join together in lifting up our resurrection faith upon the passing of Chipper 
Hoff into salvation.  Please hold Peggy and the Hoff family in your prayers. 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks || Today || Students are invited to come forward 
during worship today with their backpacks to receive a special blessing as they 
begin the new school year.  
  
TPC Fantasy Football League || Monday, Aug. 31, 7pm || Join TPC's free 
Fantasy Football league this season! No experience is needed, and everyone is 
welcome. Participation is limited to the first 12 people to sign up. Play in person at 
TPC or virtually. Contact Kevin McKenna for more information.  
  
Golf Group || Friday, Sept. 4th & 25th, 1pm || TPC members and friends are 
invited to our golf outings on Friday afternoons. If you are interested in joining an 
upcoming outing, please email Kevin McKenna.  
  
Homecoming Sunday || Sunday, Sept. 13 || Our Homecoming Lunch is 
approaching, and we hope you’ll bring something to share! If your last name begins 
with A–R, please bring a side dish. If your last name begins with S–Z, please bring 
a dessert. Drop off food in Thompson Hall before worship, ready to serve.  
  
Monday Night Football #1 || Sept. 14th, 8pm || Monday Night Football is back! 
Join us once a month throughout the upcoming season for football, food, and 
fellowship. For our 1st MNF, we’ll gather at Kevin McKenna's house to watch the 
Broncos v. Chiefs! TPC members and friends are all welcome.  
  
Prayer Shawl Ministry || Tuesday, Sept. 15th, 1:30pm || Join us to knit, crochet, 
quilt, and create prayer shawls, baptismal towels, and other handmade gifts that 
bring comfort and care to others. All skill levels are welcome, and we’re happy to 
teach! Can’t make a meeting? Patterns and supplies are available too.  
  
Men’s Breakfast || Thursday, Sept. 17th, 8am || Join us at the Towson Diner on 
York Rd. for good food, great conversation, and fellowship! Contact Ken 
MacFadyen for more info.  
  
Honduras Silent Auction || Thursday, Sept. 17 || 5-7pm (Dinner & Auction) & 
7-8pm (Social & Winner Announcements) || Join us in Thompson Hall for an 
Italian Dinner & Silent Auction featuring great food, fellowship, and bidding, all in 
support of our Honduras Mission Trips!   
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TPC Hiking Group || Saturdays, Sept. 19, Oct. 3, 17, and more || Lace 
up your hiking boots and hit the trails with us this fall! Our informal 
hiking group meets every other Saturday for relaxed, local hikes and 
good company. Scan to join the group & for more details.  

  
BeeTree Preserve 60th Anniversary Cookout || Saturday,  Sept. 19, 1-
5pm || Come celebrate this amazing milestone in our church's history 
this fall! The Bee Tree Committee will provide food and drinks. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring a dish to share. Registration is 

encouraged to help us plan and prepare enough food for everyone.   
 

Church Center App || To stay connected in all things here at TPC, scan 
the QR code to download the TPC Church Center App! You can access 
event registrations, join groups, view our calendar, and more. 

 
_________________________ 

 

TPC This Week 
 

Sun. 8/30: 9:00am  The Explorers (Thompson Hall)  
10:00am  Noah’s Nursery, 0–3 (Lower Level)   
10:00am  Worship Service (Sanctuary & Livestream)   
11:00am  Coffee Hour (Thompson Hall)  
12:00pm  Sunday Community Lunch (Thompson Hall) 
 

Mon. 8/31: 7:00pm  Fantasy Football League (Library) 
 
Tue. 9/1: 10:30am  Staff Meeting (Library) 
 
Thur. 9/4: 1:00pm  Golf Outing (Varies) 
 


