
*Invitation to Confess                         
*Prayer of Confession      

Holy God, you are our salvation; 
you are our light and truth.   

Yet our daily habits deny your priorities: 
we toil without regard for your will; 
we compete with others with no concern for their wellbeing.  

We have almost come to believe we can make it on our own: 
that we know good enough; 
that our will is what matters most; 
that life is about “me” rather than “we.” 

 

But in our most honest moments, Patient One, 
we see our deep need for you, 

and for the community to which you call us. 
 

In your light, 
may we see who we really are. 

In your truth,  
may we see the community we can become  

as we seek to follow Jesus Christ.  
 

~ silent prayers of confession ~ 
 

*Assurance of Grace      
Leader: Friends, do you know the Good News of the Gospel? 
People: In Jesus Christ, grace is ours to live and share. 
 The old is gone.  New life springs forth. 
 May our lives proclaim the possibilities of God!  
 

*Response to Grace 
 

 

 
*Passing of the Peace 

Leader:  Jesus was scolded for embracing  the outcast and hanging out with sinners.  
His peace wasn’t found in others’ approval, but in living out the love of God 
that claimed and guided him.  Friends, may the peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

~ All are invited to share the “peace” of Christ with one another ~  
 

~ Children are invited to come forward ~  

 

Children’s Message (10:00) 
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 
A single, great commission compels us from above 
To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

 
~ Children through Grade 5 are invited to the Education Wing ~ 

Proclaim God’s Word 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                    Lenore Chapman 
Scripture Reading    Isaiah 65: 17-25                 Pew Bible p. 696, O.T.  

Leader:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word; 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Lesson                 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13                        Pew Bible p. 207, N.T. 

Leader:  For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon                                    “Faithful Community” 
 

Respond in Thanks & Faith 
 

*Hymn #769 (10:00) “For Everyone Born” For Everyone Born 

 
*Affirmation of Faith         Confession of Belhar (10.3) (adapted) 
 We believe: 

• that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church 
as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God 
and with one another; 

• that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church 
of Jesus Christ;  

• that this unity of the people of God must be (expressed) in a 
variety of ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, 
practice and pursue community with one another; that we give 
ourselves joyfully to be of blessing to one another; that we suffer 
with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray together; 
(and) together serve God in this world. 

 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Call to Commitment                                            
Offertory                     Come, Ye Thankful People, Come               Jason McCoy (b. 1976) 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; all is safely 
gathered in, ere, the winter storms begin; God, the Maker, does provide for our 
wants to be supplied; come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest 
home. All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, all the fruits in 
full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer sky, all the spring with bounteous hand 
scatters o’er the smiling land, all that lib’ral autumn pours from its rich 
o’erflowing stores. These to thee, our God, we owe, source from whence all 
blessings flow, and for these our souls shall raise grateful vows and solemn praise. 
Come, then thankful people, come! Raise the song of harvest home! Come to God’s 
own temple, come. 

 
*Doxology                                                 Old Hundredth 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication                        
Leader: O God, in this community you ask us to be people of justice, mercy, and peace.  
People: Remind us, Faithful One, that justice, mercy, and peace  
 are drawn from the wells of our generosity.   
 Encourage us to draw from the abundance which is ours  
 to bless those around us, even if we don’t know them.   

 
*Hymn #767 “Together We Serve” San Anselmo 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude                          “Allegro moderato” from Sonata II                                        Mendelssohn               

 
*Worshippers are invited to stand as able. 

**Large print bulletins with hymns and hearing assistance devices are available; 
please ask a deacon (with a red nametag) for assistance. 

 
 

 
The Towson Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive  ~  Curious  ~  Compassionate  ~  Courageous 

 

400 W. Chesapeake Ave., Towson, Maryland 21204 
 

www.towsonpres.org    410.823.6500    tpc@towsonpres.org 
 

Our Mission: 
Towson Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith  

growing as disciples of Christ 
 

TPC is a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation, 
and a member of the Covenant Network (striving for a fully inclusive church). 

 
Let’s connect: 

Facebook @TowsonPres  ||  Instagram @TowsonPres 
 

 
 

New Here?  Welcome—just as you are. 
 

We’re grateful you’re here!  Please 
take a moment to note your name and 
email address in the sign-in pads on 
the inside of each pew.   

We’d cherish the chance to 
connect with you.  A TPC Outreach 
Minister will be standing next to the 
Communion Table after the 10 a.m. 
service to welcome any who’d like to 
learn a bit more about TPC.  Outreach 
Ministers also staff two “Welcome 
Centers,” located outside the rear of 
the sanctuary and in the Fellowship 
Hall.  You’re warmly invited to 
participate in any church events or 
programs of interest. 

For your worshipping comfort, large-
print bulletins and hearing assistance 
devices are available at the rear of the 
sanctuary.  Deacons (wearing red 
nametags) are happy to assist you. 

While children are whole-heartedly 
welcome within all of worship, our 
professionally-staffed nursery is available 
(see a deacon for directions).  Church 
school (Pre-K – Grade 5) begins after the 
Children’s Message.   

Please join us after the 10 a.m. service 
for refreshments at our “Coffee Hour,” 
located in the Fellowship Hall (bottom 
level next to the parking lot).   

Thank you, again, for the blessing of 
your presence this morning. 



Please pray for: Bob Adams, Shirley Albert, Ellen Barnhart, Davis Barkley 
(Roxanne Maffitt Harvey’s grandson), Mary Grace Byrne, Cindy Cole (JoAnn 
Brooks’ sister), Jim Dawson, Barbara Davis, Barbara & John Dillon, Kathleen Flynn 
(Tara’s sister), Phyllis Gray, Melanie Heckstall, Pat Hoopes, Mike Just, Ann 
Lehwald, Julie Mertus, Jane Messimer, Carol Morton, Gloria Roberts, Dianne 
Thompson,  and Joye Wilhide. Names remain on prayer list for four weeks, unless otherwise 
requested. 
 

 
 

Today at TPC 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given by Melissa Hyde in memory of James, 
Carol, and William Hyde. 
 

Assisting in Worship today: Dotsie Bregel, Ross Bregel, Pat Keller, Jim Kuhlman, 
John Mealey, Ann Miller, Joyce Nuttall, and Susan Shockley. 
 

Sunday, November 17   
 8:30 a.m.  Worship Service – Chapel  
 9:45 a.m.  Noah’s Nursery (Infants to 3-year olds) 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:15 a.m. Church School – Education wing 
 11:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 

New Member Class – Library 
 11:30 a.m. Cherubs || Children’s Choir – Room 212 || Choir Room 
 12:00 p.m. SCL – Thompson Hall 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Group – Meal – Fellowship Hall 
 

New Member Class || Today at 11:15 a.m. (light lunch served) in Library OR 
Mon., Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. (drinks and snacks served) || Come learn more about 
TPC’s faith community and explore membership.   
 

Electronic Giving || Text “CheerfulGiver” (one word; no spaces; case 
sensitive) to 73256 or scan the QR Code to the right.  
 

 
 

All God’s People 
 

Thanksgiving Donation “Bags” due today || Please leave them in the Fellowship 
Hall— under the clock || Financial donations also accepted (checks payable to 
TPC with “ACTC” in the memo line). 
 

ACTC Thanksgiving Service || Ascension Lutheran Church || Tues., Nov. 19 at 
7:00 p.m. || An ecumenical gathering of churches united in gratitude and service. 
 

Parents Night Out || Saturday, Nov. 23 || 5:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. || Join us for food and 
fellowship at our hosts' home. Babysitting will be provided at the church during 
the event. More information: please email Kimberly at light.kimberly@yahoo.com. 
 

Creation Care at TPC || Sunday, Nov. 24 at 11:15 || Library || We care for God's 
creation and want to put our faith into action.  Join us for an open discussion on 
the future of creation care efforts at TPC. Your ideas, concerns, and energy are 
needed as we explore the future of creation care efforts at TPC.  
 

Church-wide Book Study:  We Make the Road by Walking || Contact the 
church office to purchase a book at a discounted price || An audio version can be 
purchased on Audible || This week we read Ch. 11 – “From Ugliness, a Beauty 
Emerges.” 
 

Adult Spiritual Formation || Winter/Spring Small Groups || Do you have an 
idea for a Fellowship, Study or Mission Small Group that you’d like to bring to 
TPC? Reach out to Pastor Joel at jstrom@towsonpres.org. 
 

Small Group – Together We Serve || Our next volunteer experience will be at the 
Towson Y’s Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving Day.  If you’re interested in cheering 
runners/walkers, being a “course marshal,” set-up, clean-up (there are many jobs), 
please sign up on their site: www.ymaryland.volunteermatters.org/project-
catalog/626.  Please contact Julie Kreif with questions: jkreif1@jhmi.edu. 
 

Advent Festival || Sunday, December 8th || Fellowship Hall || 10:15 a.m. 
 

4:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service – Who wants to participate?  || We make 
it easy for everyone with only one rehearsal on Sunday December 22nd at 11:15 am. 
Children arrive at 3:30 on Christmas Eve to get dressed in their costumes.  
 

Honduras Mission Trip || March 6 – 15, 2020 || Register by Nov. 22 || Contact 
Lynn Krugman (thekrugmans@comcast.net) || Financial assistance is available. 
 

Holiday Brass Concert || Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. || Cathedral of Mary Our Queen || To 
purchase tickets ($22), contact Mary Jane Obaker (410-377-2629). 
 

Christmas Wreath Fundraiser || Help support the 2020 HS Mission Trip to 
West Virginia by buying a wreath through Lynch Creek Farms. Wreaths can be 
purchased downstairs in the Fellowship Hall or online at towsonpres.org.  
 

MS & HS Youth Group || 5:30-7:30 p.m. || Meets tonight and Nov. 24 
 

 
 

TPC This Week 
Monday, November 18 
 5;00 p.m. Communications – Nook 
 7:00 p.m. New Member Class – Library 
 7:30 p.m.  Monday Night Football Small Group – TBD 
Tuesday, November 19 
 10:30 a.m.  Staff Meeting – Nook 
 1:00 p.m.  Prayer Shawl – Nook 
 4:00 p.m. Peabody Chorus – Fellowship Hall, Chapel, Heartlights 
 6:30 p.m. Mission Outreach – Library  
 7:00 p.m. CFM – Nook  

7:30 p.m.  Handbells – Choir Room 
Thursday, November 21 
 9:00 a.m.  TPC Men’s Breakfast – Towson Diner 
 2:00 p.m. Encore Chorale – Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Troop 729 (B) & Troop 1729 (G) – Youth, Gym, Room 212 
   Third Thursday Choir – Choir Room 
 7:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir – Choir Room 
Saturday, November 23 
 8:00 a.m.  Running Small Group – Loch Raven & Morgan Mill 
 5:30 p.m. Parents Night Out – Mehta/McDougal Home 
Sunday, November 24  Care of Creation Sunday 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship Service – Chapel  
 9:45 a.m.  Noah’s Nursery (infants to 3-year olds) 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
   Grades 3 & 4 Children’s Church – Chapel 
 10:15 a.m. Church School – Education wing 
 11:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
 11:30 a.m. Cherubs/ Children’s Choir – Room 212/ Choir Room 
 12:00 p.m. SCL – Fellowship Hall 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Group Meal – Fellowship Hall 

Towson Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

Nov. 17, 2019  ||  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Assemble in God’s Name 
 

We joyfully welcome you to worship this morning! 
All are invited to use the Prayer as a time of preparation. 

 
Prayerful Reflection                                         Henri Nouwen (adapted) 

The word community has many connotations, some positive, some negative. 
Community can make us think of a safe togetherness, shared meals, common goals, and 
joyful celebrations. It also can call forth images of sectarian exclusivity, in-group 
language, self-satisfied isolation, and romantic naiveté.  

However, community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the spiritual 
knowledge that we are alive not for ourselves but for one another. Community is the fruit 
of our capacity to make the interests of others more important than our own (see 
Philippians 2:4). The question, therefore, is not “How can we make community?” but 
“How can we develop and nurture giving hearts?” 

 
Prelude                   “Grave-Adagio-Allegro maestoso” from Sonata II          Felix Mendelssohn  

(1809-1847) 
 

Welcome                                   Rev. Carter        
 
*Call to Worship                                                     Jenness Hall 

Leader:  We gather from different places carrying difference perspectives,  
  each with our own unique struggles, questions, concerns, and joys. 
  But together we have come to hear the Word.  
People:  We have come to do the Word.  
Leader:  We have come to experience Comfort. 
People:  We have come to experience Challenge.  
Leader:  We have come to find Cost.  
People:  We have come to find Joy.  
Leader:  We have come to find Humanity.  
People:  We have come to find Community.  
Leader:  We have come to find Church.  
People:  We have come to find God. 
 

*Hymn #23 “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” Pleading Savior 

 


