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Prayer for Illumination

Psalm 25: 2-10
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; 
do not let me be put to shame; 
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
according to your steadfast love remember me, 
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right, 
and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

Mark 8: 27-35
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 
and on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” 
And they answered him, 
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 
and still others, one of the prophets.” 

He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 
“Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 
“If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.





“TPC’s Values—Curiosity: Part 2”

…...R
We did something… well… pretty big back in September.  We launched a brand-new campus…. as TPC is now a two-campus church, with our in-person campus… and our virtual campus. 

……J
The two are designed to be complementary… as they combine to help us grow as disciples… and also help us expand our outreach.  And we’re excited about the growing participation within our virtual campus, even as we continue to relish the increasing opportunities to participate in our in-person campus, as well.

……R
It’s not hard to see that change has been a strong theme for us this fall… as our ministries evolve to make room for new growth.

But earlier this month, we began shifting our focus away from what’s changing to what’s not.  Namely, our values.  

……J
Three weeks ago, we began exploring our call to be inclusive… built on the primary command to love.  Then, last week, we began digging into our second value.  Curiosity.  

……R
Yep.  We explored the end of Matthew’s Gospel… when the resurrected Jesus greeted disciples who worshipped him, even as they doubted.  While many like to think of faith in terms of certainty, the Gospels make clear how natural it is that faith would entail doubt.  Because faith, time and again, defies our expectations, as God so relentlessly challenges our assumptions and certainties…

……J
We see a primary example of this in our Gospel lesson this morning, in which word had spread about Jesus the great miracle maker.  Rumors were swirling about who this rabbi from Nazareth really was.  Was he a prophet?  Was he a god?  A healer?  A trickster?  

……R
Amid their travels to Caesarea Philippi, Jesus was curious.  “Fellas,” he asked his disciples, “who are people saying I am? 

……J
They answered him honestly.  “Well, Gary said he thinks your John the Baptist.  While Gertrude insists you’re Elijah reincarnated.  But some, like the Johnsons… they all just think you’re one of the prophets.”

……R
“Really?”  Jesus asked.  “And what about that guy over there?” 

……J
“Oh… Biff?!  He has no idea who the heck you are… but he’s hoping there might be another round of loaves and fishes tonight.  He suggested catfish, which are plentiful right now… and noted it would be pair nicely with a Sauvignon Blanc.”  

……R
Well… it didn’t go like that exactly… but you get the point.  Jesus was curious how folks were beginning to relate to him.  But much more than his interest in the crowds… Jesus wondered who his disciples knew him to be.  

So he put his question to the twelve. “Who do you say that I am?”  “Who do you, my dear disciples, understand me to be?”  “Who am I to you?”  he asked.  “What’s my role in your life?  Who do you say that I am?”

……J
It almost seems as if Jesus was trying to stoke their curiosity, doesn’t it?  He was asking them to explore… to dig into fundamental questions about what they’d been learning and experiencing amid their time with him.  “Who do you say that I am?”

……R
Keep in mind, the disciples should’ve had a pretty good idea who Jesus was by now.  They’d been by his side for years… listening to his lessons… watching him heal and feed the multitudes… witnessing him embody love and grace.  

But they’d never been so clearly pushed to identify their relationship with Jesus.  And what, exactly, it meant to them.

……J
Much like us, I suspect.  Particularly those of us who’ve been reading these stories for years.  Many of us have been calling ourselves disciples for decades… and yet, how often have we stopped to truly examine who Jesus is to us.  And what this relationship means for us?

……R
Eventually, Peter got up… and found the courage to answer Jesus for all 12 of them.  “You, Jesus, are the Messiah.  The Christos.”  “You are the one sent from God to save Israel.”

It was the most powerful confession in the Gospel to this point—the first time anyone rightly identified exactly who Jesus was—the Christ.  The Messiah.  

……J
And wouldn’t it be nice if the story were to end right here.  As Peter not only gave a good answer… he got it exactly right.  

Except… even when you get it right… there’s still more to get.

……R
While it’s true, Jesus and Peter both agreed that Jesus is the Messiah… it turned out they had very  different understandings of what kind of Messiah Jesus came to be.

Peter and the disciples had all assumed the Messiah would come to save Isarel from their Roman occupation.  They had all been taught, since their childhood, that a Messiah would one day come and restore Israel as a light to the nations… 

So when Peter confessed Jesus as the Messiah, he was also confessing his certainty that Jesus would soon overthrow the Roman powers that be, and retake the rightful throne of Israel.

But Jesus… he knew his messiahship was not one of military might or political power, but one that would overturn all the power structures this world clings to.  So he began to teach his disciples what would soon be happening to their Messiah.  How he’d be betrayed… handed over to the Romans… and killed.

……J
It was a far cry from all of Peter’s expectations.  So when he heard Jesus predicting his own death… he couldn’t take it.  He jumped up and scolded Jesus, telling him to sit down and stop all this nonsense about death.  He insisted, “You’re going to overthrow the powers that be… not be killed by them.”  

……R
Amazing, isn’t it?  When Jesus asked who his disciples thought he was, Peter gave the exact right answer.  But even when you get it right, there is still so much more to get.  

Which is why, as we name again this morning, curiosity is such an essential value for our community of faith.  We need it to perpetually seek a better understanding of who God is… and who we’re called to be.  And we simply won’t do that if we’re already certain that we have all the right answers… certain that our understanding is spot on.  Certain that we know exactly how to interpret Scripture… and that God has nothing more to show us.  

……J
This value of curiosity is a primary reason we’re so excited about the Virtual Campus we’re still building out.  While we’ve always been able to physically gather in order to worship… to lift our prayers… share our concerns… explore our faith together… the virtual campus now offers us an entirely new platform by which to explore our curiosity.  

Small groups, Bible studies, book groups you can find them all in-person… as well as virtually.  

……R
Every other week, Stephen leads a brief but incredibly rich exploration of why a particular hymn was selected for an upcoming service.  Together, folks can gather online to explore the theology and the rich meaning that only song can express in our faith.

Jenness is now offering weekly Godly Play lessons, geared as a bedtime story for children… but make no mistake… there’s beauty and meaning for all of us to explore there.

And you, Joel, invite folks to join you as you practice a spiritual practice virtually each month.  

And if you miss any of the times these or other offerings go live… no problem.  You can just go to our Facebook Page and watch the video at your convenience.

…….J
That’s right.  It used to be that to really dig into your own faith formation, there were set times and set places you had to prepare for.  There were even set classrooms you needed to be in.  You had to set your schedule, because if you missed that class… then you missed that class.

But amid the virtual campus… there is always… always a path available for you to explore your faith and ask your questions.  

……R
Questions like, “Who is Jesus to you?”  And what does it mean to be his disciple?

…….J
Questions like “What does it mean to belong to a community?  What does it mean to grow in your faith?  What does it mean be a blessing?”

These are pivotal questions of faith disciples should always be asking… which is why our virtual campus is set up amid a framework of three invitations of the Spirit, we call:  Belong… Become… and Bless.  They’re invitations to explore… What does it mean to belong to a community?  What does it mean to become a disciple?  What does it mean to bless others?

So in our Belong opportunities, disciples are invited to explore what it means to belong to community.  What it means to fellowship.  What it means to support.  What it means to laugh and cry and love and hold accountable as we slowly build relationships with each other that reflect the love of Christ.

In Become opportunities, disciples are invited to wrestle with questions… to really dig into our faith and what Scripture may be saying… as we explore more of what faith has to teach about who God is and who they are.  

……R
It’s in our Become groups that new truths and new perspectives… sometimes even new ways of seeing the world are uncovered.  

……J
And in Bless opportunities, disciples get to taste the blessing of being a blessing.  We get to participate in the building of a better world.  At times, that means blessing those beyond our walls… and at other times… it means building up the ministries of our church so we can better serve the world.  It’s in Bless opportunities that disciples most often uncover the joy of serving and the fullness found in giving.  

……R
It is our deep hope, friends, that by living into these three invitations of the Spirit—to belong, to become, to bless—we will grow as disciples and as a community that seeks to explore how all of life… every last bit of it… can be seen and experienced through the lens of our faith and the light of God’s love.  

So may our curiosity abound.  May we pursue it… prioritize it … always aware that… even when we get it right, there’s always more to get. 

……J
Amen. 


