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1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

Mark 1: 32-39
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 



“Reset (Part 2):  Sense of Purpose”

Last week, we celebrated “Baptism of the Lord Sunday.”

And this week… in just a little bit… we’ll be blessed to share in the baptism of Will Gisewhite.  

Suffice it to say, I’m a happy camper.  Personally speaking, there are few, if any, greater pastoral perks than baptism, and the opportunity to share in the most foundational blessing within the Christian tradition.

As we shared last week, it is baptism that reveals you are loved… because God says you are worth loving.

It is baptism that proclaims you are blessed with grace… because God has determined you are worth redeeming.

So in a few moments… when we share in Will’s baptism… I invite you to look and listen for the signs of love and redemption that abound in the waters.  Waters that reflect God’s love and grace for Will, to be sure… as well as for you.  

That’s not to say, however, that love and grace are all you should be looking for.  Because there’s a whole lot more going on in baptism than these two declarations. 

There’s also a claiming that we hear in baptism that sits at the heart of our faith.  A claiming we amid God’s declaration, “You belong to me.  You are my child.  The beloved.”  

We are God’s.  

But it doesn’t stop there.  For if we are claimed by God… we are also made members of God’s family.  

As the Apostle Paul says, we’re engrafted into the body of Christ.  We are enjoined to the household of God.  Which means… as strange as it may seem… we do not belong first to ourselves or even to our families.  One of the most radical proclamations baptism makes is that, as we each and all belong, first and foremost, to God, we also, in a very fundamental way, to each other.  

It’s why, in our tradition, baptism is rich and beautiful and deeply personal… but never private.  For Baptism declares… we’ve been created for community.  

……
……
This is precisely what Paul tells the Corinthians in our first lesson this morning.  He makes clear… just as we all need God… we also need each other.  Try as we might… none of us can do it all… not one of us can see it all… not one us is the end all and be all.  Rather, we all have something valuable to contribute to the common good.  We all have gifts to pursue not simply for our own private interests… but for something that’s bigger than each one of us.

Which means, friends, when we’re baptized… we’re not merely baptized with love and grace… we’re not merely baptized into the identity of being a child of God… we’re also baptized with a purpose.  A uniquely beautiful purpose to use our unique gifts, as Paul says, for the common good.  

As we shared last Sunday… one person’s gifts aren’t any more precious or valuable than another’s.  

But we struggle with that, don’t we?  I mean… our society all too clearly takes and ranks our gifts in incredibly obvious ways.  Healers—surgeons—are paid much more than teachers.  Just as engineers are paid more than the construction workers and trades people carrying out their plans.  Politicians are often made to seem more essential to communal well-being than emergency and healthcare workers and social workers.  Entrepreneurs are sometimes seen as more critical than stay-at-home parents or pre-K teachers helping to raise healthy, precious young lives.

Now… I’m not saying everyone should be paid exactly the same.  Rather… I’m warning that society does this all so blatantly it can be challenging not to connect our worth with our wages… Not to correlate our value with how much we make… or how much prestige comes with what we do… as we’re so surrounded by the false hierarchy that some people’s gifts… and therefore some people… are more important… more valuable than others.

……
And it happens not just in society… but in the church, too.  Heck, it’s why Paul wrote to the Corinthians in the first place.  He’d learned that many in the community were honoring those with the ability to prophesy and speak in tongues more than all others.  They even created a sort of spiritual gift hierarchy that identified some members as better, holier, more important than others… which led to division and schism and outright conflict.  

So Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians, in part, to say, “Stop it.  You’re getting community wrong.  Every child of God has gifts.  And every child of God has a uniquely divine purpose in using their gifts for the common good.”

He went on to list different kinds of gifts.  The list includes prophesizing and speaking in tongues, but it also includes teaching, and healing, and discernment… among others.  

But Paul’s list is far from exhaustive.  It’s not meant to be exclusive.  So today, what other gifts might we add?  What gifts do you think you have?  
· Are you an incredible cook?  Are you blessed with the passion and gifts for nourishing others physically?
· Or perhaps you have a depth of emotional intelligence and great deal of empathy that enables you to be truly present to folks in emotional pain?  
· Or, perhaps you’re an extravert, and skilled at welcoming folks into community, helping them to connect, facilitating their comfort as they do something new.
· Or maybe you’re skilled with your hands… capable of building something new… or fixing what’s broken in an aging facility?
· Or are you an organizer… a planner.  Someone who sees what needs to be done to accomplish a goal and then able to gather folks to achieve it?
· Or maybe you’re a technological wizard?  Have the skills to lead folks into new platforms?  
· Or you may be gifted with a deep understanding of finances and accounting and the market?
· Or perhaps you’re an artist… capable of helping others see and find the beauty and meaning within our world.
· Or are you a musician… gifted with the ability to proclaim through instruments or voice what the spoken word cannot?  Able to lead worship in a uniquely beautiful way.
· Are you passionate about justice?  Do you have the gift of courage to speak up for the silence… and stand up for the oppressed?
· Or are you more of a nurturer and healer… one who holds and helps the wounded?
· Or are you... like so, so many of us… still in the process of discerning exactly what your gifts are, and how you’re called to use them?

If so… like most of us… are still looking and discerning exactly how you can use your gifts for the common good… I want to share with you a quote from one of my favorite pastors, Frederich Buechner.  He says:
There are all different kinds of voices calling you to all different kinds of work, and the problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than of society… or self-interest.  
By and large a good rule for (discerning your call, your purpose) is this:  The kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of work that you need to do and that the world needs to have done… The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Frederich Buechner, Beyond Words, (New York:  HarperCollins Publisher, Inc., 2004), 404-405.] 


It’s as simple as that, according to Buechner.  The work God tends to call us to is the work that 1) we feel like we need to do and 2) the world around us needs to have done.  It’s the place your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.

And the church… this shared community of children of God… the body into which we baptize… is this incredibly unique place we get to discern exactly what that is for each of us.  For it is here, friends, in the church… the body of Christ… the household of God… that we are supported as we figure out how we can best support others.  It is here that we are blessed… as we discern how God calls us to bless others.  

So whether you’re passionate about children or youth…
Whether you have gifts for song or dance or art or liturgy…
Whether you’re good with technology and communication…
Whether you’re extraverted and great at reaching out and welcoming others…
Whether you have a heart for justice and a need to help others…
Or are blessed with great attention to detail and administration…
Or are wise and discerning and blessed with perspective…
Whether you can serve on a committee… join a Mission Action Team… teach… study… give… counsel… bake… build… 

There is a need and a place for you here.  There is a need and a place right here… at Towson Presbyterian… that honors who you are… and the gifts you have to share.  None more special than another… but all… vital… and equally needed.

So as we continue to celebrate the foundational promises of baptism at the onset of a new year, friends… let us take time to reset… celebrating not just how loved and blessed we are… but how we are also blessed with a purpose.   

Blessed with gifts that have already been at work making a difference in the life of this community and the world around us.  It is through your shared gifts, Towson Presbyterian Church, that 2021 was nothing less than a remarkable year of ministry here… as you—this precious community—expanded your outreach, multiplied your mission, and significantly increased your witness as you—as a community of faith—gave more and did more than we could’ve possibly envisioned at the start of the year.

To say that the church is filled with an incredibly array of gifts is an understatement.  

So let us again consider… to what is God calling you here and now?  What work do you need to do… that the world needs to have done?  

Amen.  
