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Reset – Part 5:  Direction (Communal)
“Called Into the Deep”
Luke 5: 1-11
2/6/22

Prayer for Illumination

Luke 5: 1-11
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, 
and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 
he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; 
the fishermen had gone out of them 
and were washing their nets. 

He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, 
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into the deep water 
and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Simon answered, 
“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. 
Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

When they had done this, 
they caught so many fish 
that their nets were beginning to break. 
So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them.
And they came and filled both boats, 
so that they began to sink. 

But when Simon Peter saw it, 
he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
“Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 
For he and all who were with him 
were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 
and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, 
“Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching people.” 

When they had brought their boats to shore, 
they left everything and followed him.
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They were tired and frustrated.  It’d been a long day, with little to nothing to show for it.  They’d been out on the water since sunrise… and as the sun prepare to set, it was time to give up and go home.

But before they could leave, they had to situate their boats and clean the fishing nets so they could repeat the whole routine tomorrow.  I suspect that may have been the worst part of it all… knowing that tomorrow would come and they could work just as hard for just as long and still not fare any better.

Such was the life of these fishermen.  They were used to it.

Except, on this occasion, something new broke through their routine.  As they cleaned their nets, they saw a man followed by a crowd.  Luke doesn’t tell us where the crowd came from.  Perhaps they were townspeople from Capernaum, where Jesus had just cured all their sick and lame.  Or they could’ve been people Jesus encountered on his travels throughout Galilee as he made his way to the Lake of Gennesaret—the local name used for the Sea of Galilee, where our morning lesson takes place.  

Regardless… it’s doubtful these fishermen—particularly Simon Peter, James, and John—had ever heard of Jesus before; and had no idea why the crowd was following him.  They didn’t seem particularly interested in finding out, either, as they kept cleaning their nets in order to go home.

Jesus, on the other hand, was intent on encountering them.  He got into Peter’s boat and asked if Peter would put it out just a bit in the shallow waters… so that Jesus could talk to the crowds who kept pressing in on him.  

And Peter obliged.  

Luke doesn’t tell us what the Lord said to the crowd that day… but it clearly made an impression on Peter and the fishermen because of what happens next.  

Once Jesus finished teaching the crowds… he turned to Peter and said, “Alright… now put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”  

Now… Luke makes clear, Peter didn’t want to go out into the deep waters.  He wanted to go home.  All the fishermen wanted to get on with their routine.  

They’d been nice enough to take Jesus out into the shallow waters so he could teach and preach to the crowds.  

The deep water… on the other hand… was another place entirely.  The deep waters take much more time to navigate.  In the deep waters, you must be intentional about where you go and how you get there.  In the deep, the currents are stronger… the waters flow faster… and the danger increases.  Even the most experienced of fishermen can become quickly overwhelmed when out in the deep. 

Which is why Peter would’ve had every right to have said, “Listen, rabbi… I let you use my boat to preach.  But we’re done fishing today.  You don’t know this sea like I do.  I haven’t just been fishing these waters today.  I’ve been fishing them my whole life.  I know this sea like the back of my hand.  And I know there’s nothing to be caught right now.”

But because Jesus had made such an impression on them during their short time together, Peter begrudgingly agreed to do as Jesus asked.

Of course, when they went where Jesus asked… when they left the shallows and went into the deep… they didn’t just catch some fish.  They caught more fish than two boats could safely haul in.  

So the fishermen celebrated—they celebrated a haul unlike any they’d ever seen.  Except for Peter.  Instead of celebrating… instead of rejoicing with the others over this miraculous bounty… Peter filled with fear and regret.  He fell to his knees and cried, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  

In that moment, he realized this teacher in their boat was some kind of divine prophet… Some kind of man from God who had just given them a divine of grace.  But rather than celebrate, Peter didn’t think this man of God should be standing anywhere near him.  Just as he didn’t believe he deserved this anything close to something as sacred as grace.  

……
……
It may sound a bit strange at first read, but in all honesty, I think Peter’s story is a good reflection of how many of us often encounter God’s gifts in our own lives.  Like Peter, we assume that something like divine love and grace couldn’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t be for us… As if the divine wouldn’t come near us… let alone abide within us.  So rather than celebrate what Christ so generously provides… we turn in fear… or guilt… or self-doubt… assuming that because we don’t think we deserve it… it must not be real.  Because we don’t think God should be this close to us… so generous with us… we deny the presence of divine love around and within us.  Just as we so often ignore the other divine gifts that accompany us… and fill us.  

But Peter couldn’t deny it, could he?  Jesus was literally standing in the boat next to him.  So Peter did the next best thing he could think of… falling down and crying out for Jesus to leave someone as undeserving as himself.  

But here’s the thing about the divine, as Jesus revealed over and over and over again.  It always knows exactly where it is… and exactly what it’s doing.  So rather than departing from Peter… Jesus called him.  “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”

And just like that, Peter, James, and John got out of their boat, and left that miraculous haul of fish that, only a few hours earlier, they’d been working so hard for… all day long… every day of their lives.  

……
……
Friends, some of you will recall that, last month, we began this “Reset” sermon series by focusing on baptism.  We started there because, frankly, that’s where faith and discipleship begin.  Not with our commitment to God… but with God’s commitment to us… and our recognition of how much God loves us.  

As we explored, baptism declares that, like it or not, you are loved, because God says you are worth loving.  Just as baptism promises you are redeemed, because God has determined you are worth redeeming.

This really is the foundation of it all…  With recognizing this love.  And accepting that, try as you might, you will never be able to push God’s love away.  You will never be able to shun God’s grace.  You can run as far and as fast as we can… but it won’t get you any farther from God.  Because God has determined not to be God without you.

So rather than tell Jesus to leave us be… rather than trying to deny how the divine love and grace we’ve been given… the call of discipleship invites us to recognize these blessings… And then cherish them.  Celebrate them.  And uncover the call to use them not just on finding fullness for yourself… but offering fullness unto others.  

“Do not be afraid,” Jesus says.  “From now on, you’ll be catching people.”

Of course… you and I aren’t professional fishers.  But just as Christ came to ordinary Peter, James, and John in the midst of their ordinary day, so Christ comes to us in the ordinary routines of our lives, inviting us to follow him towards something bigger… something greater.  

For some, this call may mean a radical change of direction.  As Peter, James and John just upped and left everything behind, God call also us to significantly different paths than we expect.  An example we shared just last week has been this very community’s call into the virtual realm, and your creation of a new, virtual campus that no one foresaw just two years ago.  

But at the same time, the call of Christ does not always entail something radically new, either.  Truth is, God’s calls often come to something we already know… or a direction close to the one we’re already heading.  

But this part… this part is important.  Regardless of where or when… to whom or to what God calls… of this, we can be certain.  The call of Christ… is always… always… to go deeper.  Like Peter, James, and John, we, too, are called to “put out into the deep,” and let our nets down there.

Far beyond the superficial.  Miles from mere pleasantries.  Away from what’s common or routine.  

For try as we might, we will never be able to share something as deep as God’s love if we’re only willing to hang out where its shallow.  We will never let God’s love bear its full impact within us, let alone through us, if we insist on staying where it’s safe and comfortable.  Where we can always see our next step and be sure our heads will stay above water.

Which is why… wherever Christ may be calling… you can be very sure, friends… it is to go deeper.  Deeper into your relationship with God… as well as your relationships with others.  Deeper into your appreciation of how loved we are… and how much love and grace you have to share.    

……
Of course, like Peter, we’re often resistant to the deep.  The deep is so much more uncomfortable… so much more chaotic.  We don’t know what to expect when we wade into the depths of our own emotions… the depth of another’s experience.  The depths of society’s ills.  The depths of another’s needs.  

It can feel frightening to enter the vulnerable deep where the depth of God’s love can be fully known and fully shared.  

But this is where disciples are called to go.  Into the deep… refusing the shallow routines of society in order to embrace the depths of God’s love and grace that are truly worth living.  

……
So let me ask you, if you would give me the grace to do so…
Where might God be calling you to go deeper right now?
· What part of your life needs deeper reflection?
· What area yearns for a closer connection to God? 
· Is there a wound still weeping… because it’s too deep to address?
· Or is there a need going unmet… because it’s easier to ignore it?
Pray on that this week, I urge you.

And then… then, friends, I urge you to consider:
With whom might you go deeper?
· What family member… what friend… what colleague or acquaintance… is there to know more fully… and to be known by more fully?
· Men… I particularly want to challenge you on this… because this is a place society tends to lead men away from.  But we all need it… relationships of true vulnerability… where we move past the breakers in order to give and receive deeply… 
· All of us… we need to talk about the hard things… the uncomfortable things.
· So what topics have you avoided that need to be addressed?
· What conversation do you want to have, but haven’t yet mustered the courage to share? 

……
“Put out into the deep,” Jesus says, “and let down your nets.”

Granted, I know none of us are standing there in the boat with Peter, James, and John.  

Rather, we’re preparing to gather at his table… to share in his feast… at his invitation… and here his words to us once more:

“This is my body… broken for you.  This is the cup of the new covenant, shed for the forgiveness of all sins.  These are my gifts to you… these are my gifts for you.
So go… put out into the deep, and let down your nets.
Behold the depth of my love for you.  And see the depth of love you have to share.”  

Amen.
